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SCHOOL  BUILDING  PROGRAM  TRAINS  TOMORROW'S  CONTRACTORS 

Have  you  had  difficulty  recently 
finding  a  carpenter  to  work  on  a 
home  project?  Or  once  you  had  a 
person/company  lined  up,  did  you 
need  to  wait  before  the  contractor 
could  schedule  your  work? 

As  most  people  are  aware,  reputa- 
ble, licensed  contractors  are  not  al- 
ways easy  to  find,  especially  for 
smaller  projects  as  the  local  building 
industry  has  been  extremely  busy 
over  the  last  several  years,  with  an 
influx  of  new  homes,  commercial 
building  and  renovation  jobs.  Capi- 
talizing on  the  interest  of  a  number 
of  their  students  while  responding  to 
an  industry  need,  Mt.  Everett  Re- 
gional High  School  has  re-initiated 
its  Building  Structures  Vocational 
Program  under  the  direction  of  Cur- 
tis Von  Ruden.  Eventually,  the  pro- 
gram should  help  ease  the  labor 
shortage  in  the  Sheffield  community. 

Von  Ruden,  a  licensed  contractor 
currently  completing  his  vocational 
certification  credentials,  assisted  by 
vocational  paraprofessional  Art 
Batacchi,  with  support  from  the  high 
school's  technology  coordinator,  Paul 
O'Brien,  and  numerous  local  con- 
tractors, all  share  their  expertise  and 
serve  on  the  school's  vocational  advi- 
sory board. 

Students  are  thrilled  with  this 
new  option  at  the  high  school.  Now 
in  its  second  year,  the  program, 
which  served  five  students  last  year, 
has  seven  students  enrolled  this  year. 
Students  can  participate  for  one,  two 
or  three  periods  per  day.  Most  spend 
two  periods,  or  approximately  100 
minutes  each  day  on  their  project. 

Last  year,  the  students  built  an 
addition  to  the  Cyber  Cafe  (the  yel- 
low house  behind  the  school  audito- 
rium) which  became  the  home  of  the 
school's  Aquaculture  Project.  This 
year,  the  building  program  has 


The  work  crew  for  the  new  storage  facility  at  the  park.  From  left,  Curtis  \ 
Ruden,  Justin  Limoges,  Mike  Hersey,  Dan  Drake,  Dan  Stubbs,  Corey  Pixley,  Jon 
King,  Dan  Walsh  and  Art  Batacchi. 


teamed  up  with  the  Sheffield  Kiwa- 
nis  and  the  Town  of  Sheffield  to 
build  a  storage  building  at  the  Shef- 
field Town  Park.  The  building  will 
provide  a  place  for  the  Kiwanis  fa- 
mous food  trailer  to  park  when  it  is 
not  in  use,  as  well  as  storage  for  the 
Sheffield  Police  Department's 
DARE  Ropes  Course  equipment. 
Lo-Yi  Chan  contributed  the  concep- 
tual drawings  of  the  building,  and 
John  James  provided  the  necessary 
architectural  drawings. 

At  the  Dec.  14  meeting  of  the 
advisory  board,  Curtis  reported  that 
the  trusses  had  been  set  in  place 
and,  weather  permitting,  the  roof 
would  be  sealed  before  the  holiday 
break.  Principal  Glenn  DeVoti  and 
Paul  O'Brien  recognized  and  praised 
Jeff  Carpenter  from  Herrington's 
and  contractors  and  board  members 
Tom  Race,  John  Deland,  Jim 
Johnston,  and  Joe  Wilkinson  for  all 
of  their  assistance  throughout  the 
fall.  Sheffield  electrician  Jack  Blume 
has  offered  to  supervise  the  electri- 
cal work  in  the  building  next  spring. 
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THANK  YOU! 

To  everyone  who  has  contributed  to  help  keep  the  Sheffield  Times  going,  thanks! 

Here  are  our  most  recent  supporters.  To  anyone  we  missed 

,  we'll  get  you  into  the 

next  issue.   For  those  who  still  want  to  give,  there  is  a  contribution  slip  on  the  last 

page  of  each  issue. 

Aquatic  Designs 

Natalie  and  Maree  Funk 

Peter  and  Aurora  Pshenishny 

Karin  and  Allen  Altman 

John  and  Frances  Gattuso 

Nancy  and  Kevin  Pianfetti 

Grace  Arzt 

Tony  and  Sarah  Giunta 

Ray's  Auto  Parts  LLC 

Ann  Barrett 

Leonard  Graziano  and  William 

Judy  and  Don  Reinauer 

Pamela  Bartholomew  Armstrong 

Grief 

Alfred  M.  and  Doris  Richardson 

Betty  D.  Batacchi 

Sharon  Gregory 

Kate  and  George  Rowe 

Berkshire  Bank 

Awilda  Guerrero-Buchholz 

Ellen  and  Peter  Rowntree 

Bob  and  Debbie  Beham 

Sandy  and  Dennis  Hankey 

Bob  and  Priscilla  Rueger 

Blanche  and  Bill  Bennett 

Liz  Hobby  and  Kevin  Rueger 

Ken  and  Naomi  Safian 

Jeff  and  Julie  Blake 

Keith  Hyatt  and  Kimberley 

Mary  and  Robert  Safian 

Joan  and  Richard  Brooks 

Beattie 

Phyllis  Samuals 

Bill  and  Penny  Browne 

Benn  and  Bobbie  Jesser 

Libby  and  Charlie  Schmidt 

Campo  de  Fiori 

Charles  and  Mary  Joch 

Susan  Silver  Antiques 

Betty  Cane 

Martin  and  Lillian  Keane 

Barbara  and  Jim  Shiminsky 

Carlson  Propane 

Athena  and  Richard  Kimball 

Evelyn  Small 

Elizabeth  M.  Chapin 

Edward  and  Nancy  Knapp 

Nikki  and  Sig  Spiegel 

Neil  and  Kathleen  Chrisman 

Jack  and  Dottie  Koneazny 

Harold  and  Vivian  Stalker 

Walter  and  Ursula  Cliff 

Ida  and  Ronald  Leonard 

Appy  and  John  Stookey 

Anthony  and  Marjorie  Consolini 

Steve  and  Anita  Macchi 

Wes  and  Noreen  Storrie-McCain 

Valmore  and  Eleanor  Cross 

Sue  and  Bob  MacVeety 

Marcel  and  Millie  Tenenbaum 

Kevin  M.  Curtis 

Dick  and  Judy  Magenis 

Robert  and  Rebecca  Thomas 

Dwight  and  Nancy  Dellert 

Trudy  and  John-Arthur  Miller 

Ronald  and  Judith  Timm 

Domaney's  Liquors 

Dan  Moulton 

Doris  and  Peter  Traub 

Kerry  and  Anne  Douglas 

C.  Twiggs  Myers 

Jo  Jean  Travis 

John  and  Audrey  Downie 

Judith  Nelson 

Jan  and  Denny  Tresp 

Tom  Driver  and  Anne  Barstow 

Tess  and  Joe  Newmark 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Albert  Trocchi 

Dutch  Desserts  (Keith  and 

Christopher  and  Andrea  Nye 

Tony  and  Carolyn  Ullrich 

Marjan  Beebe) 

Elisabeth  O'Connor 

Don  and  Claire  Ward 

Susan  and  Philip  Detjens 

Sandra  Orestib 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  T.  Weeks 

Betsy  and  Michael  Ebenstein 

Painted  Porch  Antiques 

Susan  Harper  and  Sidney 

Francine  and  John  Eget 

The  Papachristou  Family 

Weinstein 

Inez  Flinn 

Bruce  Person 

Thomas  and  Joan  Wiehl 

Benno  Friedman 

Wes  and  Betty  Petersen 

Marilyn  and  John  Wightman 

Warner  Friedman 

Arlene  Petroff  and  Ed  Grossman 

Tom  and  Susan  Young 
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ADVERTISE  IN  A  HOMETOWN  PAPER! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts  advertising  at  its  discretion: 

•  From  Sheffield  businesses  6t  residents. 

•  From  business  and  services  outside  of  Sheffield  that  benefit 
Sheffield  residents. 

•  No  editorial  or  political  ads. 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more 
information. 
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BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are 
local  businesses.  Let 
them  know  you  read 

about  them  in  the 
Sheffield  Times. 


Continued  from  page  1 

The  school  is  also  grateful  for  the 
generosity  and  contributions  of 
board  members — John  Stookey  from 
Landmark  Volunteers,  Kathy  Orlan- 
do of  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Dav- 
id Smith,  Jr.,  representing  Sheffield 
Kiwanis,  and  Jim  Shiminski,  Shef- 
field resident  and  long-time  advo- 
cate of  vocational-technical  educa- 
tion. Shiminski  ran  Mt.  Everett's 
Building  Structures  program  in  the 
60s  and  70s  and  eventually  became 
a  vice-principal  at  the  school. 

Shiminski  reminded  the  board 
that  this  is  a  "building  program,  not 
a  maintenance  program"  and  that 
the  construction  "is  an  instructional 
project,  not  a  production  project." 
Currently  an  administrator  for  the 
Pittsfield  Public  Schools  as  well  as 
vocational  education  instructor  at 
Westfield  State  College,  Shiminski 
will  help  school  officials  prepare  an 
application  to  the  Massachusetts 
Dept.  of  Education  for  the  program 
to  be  designated  as  a  registered 
Chapter  74  technical-vocational 
program.  That  designation  will  al- 
low the  school  district  to  apply  for 
additional  funding  to  support  the 
program's  development  and  may 
underwrite  a  certain  portion  of  relat- 
ed expenses. 

Building  Structures  students,  ac- 
companied by  Von  Ruden  and  guid- 
ance counselor  Dawn  Estes-Daub, 
recently  had  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
plore other  aspects  of  the  construc- 
tion industry.  On  Oct,  14,  they  and 
other  Mt.  Everett  students  joined 
more  than  600  students  and  teachers 
from  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hampshire 
and  Hampden  counties  at  the 
Northampton  Fair  Grounds  to  at- 
tend the  First  Annual  Western  Mas- 
sachusetts Construction  Career  Day, 
a  hands-on  opportunity  for  students 
to  experience  the  range  of  career 
opportunities  available  in  the  engi- 
neering and  construction  industries. 

The  career  day  was  a  joint  ven- 
ture sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts 
Dept.  of  Education,  the  Construc- 
tion Industries  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Federal  Highway  Administration, 
the  Massachusetts  Highway  Dept., 


and  numerous  contractors,  industry- 
based  organizations  and  labor/ap- 
prenticeship program.  It  was  spon- 
sored locally  by  the  Berkshire  Tech 
Prep  Consortium  at  Berkshire  Com- 
munity College  and  Berkshire  Coun- 
ty Regional  Employment  Board's 
Connecting  Activities  Internship 
program.  It  was  spear-headed  by  em- 
ployers who  expect  to  face  labor 


...the  program 
hopes  to  expand  to  a 
full  day,  with  morning 
and  afternoon  working 
sessions  for  different 
student  teams. 


shortages  in  the  near  future  and  are 
working  to  get  the  word  out  to  stu- 
dents about  potential  opportunities 
in  the  construction  and  engineering 
fields. 

Participating  students  and  chaper- 
ones  received  hard  hats  and  safety 
orientation  from  the  contractors. 
They  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  run- 
ning excavators,  construction  rollers 
and  electrical  bucket  trucks  and  wir- 
ing, or  working  on  activities  such  as 
carpentry,  welding,  pipefitting,  brick- 
laying, and  computer-assisteddesign. 
Participants  also  had  the  opportunity 
to  talk  to  representatives  from  local 
union  apprenticeship  programs  and 
various  2-  and  4 -year  colleges  about 
education  and  training  opportunities. 
Projects  for  the  future 

So  what's  on  the  horizon  for  the 


m  Mt.  Everett  students 
|  Mike  Hersey,  Dan 
|  Walsh  and  Justin 
I  Limoges  show  off 
I  welding  projects  made 

at  the  Western 

Massachusetts 

Construction  Career 

Day  in  Northampton 

last  fall. 


Mt.  Everett  Building  Structures 
Program?  The  Board  will  be  devel- 
oping criteria  for  projects  to  work 
on  in  the  future.  Members  espe- 
cially liked  the  idea  of  linking  the 
learning  experience  with  service  to 
the  community  or  to  a  local  com- 
pany. However,  projects  need  to  be 
within  a  short  (roughly  5  mile 
mile)  radius  of  the  school;  effec- 
tively within  the  town  of  Sheffield. 

Depending  on  student  interest 
and  enrollment,  the  Board  hopes 
to  expand  the  program  to  a  full 
day,  with  morning  and  afternoon 
working  sessions  for  different  stu- 
dent teams.  Additionally,  Von 
Ruden  suggested  that  it  would  be 
great  to  have  an  exploratory  pro- 
gram for  students  to  learn  basic 
construction  skills  prior  to  being 
part  of  the  building  team. 

Principal  DeVoti  credits  Curtis 
Von  Ruden  and  Paul  O'Brien  with 
being  "the  brains  and  brawn  oi  the 
program.  They  have  created  an 
outstanding  opportunity  for  the 
students  because  they  have  worked 
with  the  community,  know  their 
content  area  and  know  how  to 
work  with  the  kids." 

Superintendent  Valerie  Spriggs 
says  she  is  very  appreciative  of  ev- 
eryone's hard  work,  especially  the 
board  and  community  members 
who  are  supporting  the  program. 
She  adds  that  she  is  "thrilled  to 
have  a  program  of  this  caliber  that 
offers  relevance  and  real -world  ap- 
plications to  the  students  in  the 
district." 

— Julie  Hannum 


fc 


community 


SHAYS'  REBELLION:  FARMERS  UNHAPPY  WITH  TAXES 


On  a  gray  day,  as  the  Berkshire  hills 
were  declining  from  summer's  green 
to  an  autumnal  sputtering  of  reds 
and  oranges,  I  drove  out  to  Rebel- 
lion Monument,  near  the  junction 
of  Rebellion  and  Sheffield-Egremont 
Roads.  I'd  never  been  there  before 
and  I  wanted  to  see  for  myself  what 
the  erstwhile  battlefield  looked  like. 

The  monument  is  easy  to  miss. 
It's  an  inconspicuous  marble  marker 
set  back  a  few  feet  from  the  road  at 
the  edge  of  a  cornfield  and  bears  the 
inscription:  "last  battle  of  shays 

REBELLION  WAS  HERE  FEB.  27,  1787." 

Adorning  it  are  two  small  American 
flags  poking  up  through  a  tangle  of 
thictles.  The  stone,  erected  about  a 
century  ago,  lists  forlornly  to  one 
side,  as  if  it  were  slowly  sinking, 
millimeter  by  millimeter,  into  the 
quicksand  of  history.  There  are  no 
on-site  plaques,  maps,  or  other  visual 
aids  to  help  visitors  understand  what 
happened  there  or  how  it  fit  into  the 
broader  canvas  of  the  New  England 
debtors'  revolt  led  by  a  poor  Massa- 
chusetts farmer. 

The  uprising,  which  occurred 
between  the  defeat  of  the  British  in 
1783  and  the  drafting  of  the  U.S. 
CXonstitution  in  1787,  pitted  haves 
versus  have-nots,  political  insiders 
versus  outsiders,  and  America's  first 
(and  greatest)  spinmeisters  versus 
polemically  unsophisticated  country 
folk.  Because  the  rebellion  called 
into  question  the  legitimacy  of  the 
existing  order,  the  stridency  of  the 
anti-Shays  rhetoric  was  extreme.  At 
the  insurrection's  outset,  politicians 
inflamed  public  fears  of  unchecked 
mob  violence  to  discredit  the  rebels' 
appeals  for  justice.  Then,  once  the 
back  of  the  rebellion  had  been 
broken  some  10  months  later, 
leaders  of  the  anti-Shays  factions — 
most  of  them  proponents  of  a  strong 
new  federal  Constitution — shame- 
lessly attacked  their  Antifederalist 
opponents  as  closet  Shays  sympa- 


thizers who  were,  so  to  speak,  "soft" 
on  insurrection. 

The  real — not  the  demonized — 
Daniel  Shays  was  a  reluctant  rebel. 
As  best  can  be  determined,  he  was 
born  in  1747  in  Hopkinton,  MA,  a 
small  town  about  15  miles  east  of 
Worcester.  He  served  ably  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  fighting  at  the 
battles  of  Lexington,  Bunker  Hill, 
Ticonderoga,  Saratoga  and  Stony 
Point,  rising  to  the  rank  of  captain. 
When  Shays  left  the  army  in  1780 
to  return  to  farm  life  in  Pelham, 
near  Amherst,  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette  presented  him  with  a 
sword  for  his  distinguished  service. 

Shays  returned  home  to  Massa- 
chusetts to  a  rural  economy  in 
severe  social  and  economic  distress. 
The  war  had  been  financed  by 
heavy  borrowing  and  the  issuance  of 
worthless  paper  money.  "Real" 
money — gold  and  silver  coin — was 
scarce.  The  contraction  of  markets 
during  and  immediately  following 
the  war  (the  Massachusetts 
economy  in  1785  was  but  one 
quarter  its  prewar  size)  had  forced 
many  farmers  to  mortgage  their 
properties  to  remain  afloat.  Now,  as 
notes  were  coming  due,  members  of 
the  Boston-based  banking  and 
mercantile  communities  were 
demanding  full  repayment  of  these 
loans  so  that  they,  in  turn,  could 
keep  their  foreign  creditors  at  bay. 

As  the  number  of  rural  foreclo- 
sures skyrocketed,  so  did  farmers' 
resentment  against  the  political, 
legal  and  financial  institutions  that 
were  the  proximate  causes  of  their 
misery.  Worse  yet,  under  existing 
state  laws,  financial  default  was  a 
crime.  Farmers  who  failed  to  repay 
their  arrears  could  be  imprisoned 
until  their  obligations  were  satisfied. 
To  recoup  their  losses,  creditors 
were  legally  entitled  to  seize  and  sell 
literally  everything  a  debtor  owned 
save  the  clothes  on  his  or  her  back. 


It's  not  surprising,  then,  that 
demobilized  veterans,  paid  in  worth- . 
less  scrip  for  their  service  and 
returning  home  to  face  possible 
destitution  and/or  jail  time  for  their 
debts,  might  balk  at  the  shabby  deal 
they'd  been  handed  by  their  state 
and  federal  governments.  What  had 
they  fought  for  if  not  freedom  and 
equality?  Had  they  sacrificed  so 
much  just  to  see  a  foreign  tyranny 
replaced  by  one  homegrown?  In 
central  and  western  Massachusetts, 
this  simmering  anger  prompted 
petition  after  petition  to  the  state 
assembly  in  Boston  to  fashion  some 
form  of  tax  and  debtors'  relief. 

When  none  was  forthcoming, 
aggrieved  farmers  concluded  that 
they  had  no  choice  but  to  take 
matters  into  their  own  hands. 
Beginning  in  the  summer  of  1786, 
armed  contingents  of  farmers  styling 
themselves  as  "Regulators"  and 
wearing  sprigs  of  hemlock  in  their 
hats  seized  and  occupied  courthouses 
in  Northampton,  Worcester,  Great 
Barrington,  and  Springfield,  among 
other  venues,  to  halt  proceedings 
against  debtors.  State  officials 
dispatched  units  of  the  state  militia 
to  restore  order,  but  many  soldiers 
refused  to  fight  because  they  sympa- 
thized with  the  insurgents.  As  a 
result,  Boston  merchants,  frightened 
by  this  growing  threat  to  the  status 
quo,  joined  together  to  fund  a 
private  4,400-man  militia  to  quell 
the  unrest. 

Daniel  Shays,  who'd  rejected  an 
early  leadership  role  in  the  revolt, 
emerged  as  its  nominal  leader  in  late 
September  when  he  and  about  one 
thousand  Regulators  staged  a  four- 
day  occupation  of  the  courthouse  in 
Springfield.  The  newly  mustered 
private  militia  under  the  command 
of  General  Benjamin  Lincoln  rushed 
to  the  scene.  No  fighting  occurred 
during  the  tense  standoff,  but  press 
reports  of  the  incident  referred  to 


the  uprising  as  "Shays  Rebellion" 
and  the  label  stuck. 

By  late  January  1787,  skirmishes 
between  government  and  rebel 
forces  had  ceased  being  peaceful. 
Shays  lost  four  men  and  suffered  20 
wounded  in  an  abortive  attempt  to 
storm  the  Springfield  arsenal  and 
rearm  his  harried  troops.  He  re- 
treated to  Petersham,  but  was 
overtaken  by  General  Lincoln, 
who'd  force-marched  his  men 
through  a  snowstorm  to  launch  a 
surprise  attack.  Some  rebels  were 
taken  prisoner;  others  fled  the 
battlefield  and  straggled  home. 
Shays  and  a  number  of  other 
Regulator  leaders  escaped  to  safe 
havens  in  Vermont,  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire. 

Although  the  battle  of  Petersham 
ended  organized  resistance  in  the 
debtors'  revolt,  a  few  bands  of  rebels 
remained  at  large.  The  coup  de  grace 
took  place  in  Sheffield  in  February 
when  Major  General  John  Ashley, 
son  of  the  town's  most  prominent 
citizen,  led  a  band  of  militiamen  to 
victory  in  a  bloody  clash  with  a 
remnant  force  of  rebels  that  had 
sneaked  across  the  Massachusetts 
border  from  New  York.  Two  Regula- 
tors were  killed  and  30  wounded  in 
the  battle,  now  commemorated  by 
the  marble  marker  off  Sheffield- 
Egremont  Road. 


The  roundup  of  escaped  rebels 
within  Massachusetts  jurisdiction 
took  another  four  months  to  com- 
plete. Most  rank-and-file  partici- 
pants were  eventually  pardoned. 
Some  leaders  were  convicted  of 
treason  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 
Ironically,  only  two  were  actually 
executed — for  the  additional,  and 
apparently  unpardonable,  offenses  of 
breaking  and  entering  homes  and 
stealing  valuables. 

Shays  himself  was  never  pros- 
ecuted because  Vermont  refused  to 
extradite  him.  Massachusetts 
voters  seemed  eager  to  put  this 
sorry  episode — and  the  highest- 
ranking  state  politician  associated 
with  it — behind  them.  In  June 
1787,  Massachusetts^  incumbent 
Governor  James  Bowdoin,  a  rabid 
anti-Shaysite,  was  soundly  de- 
feated by  the  more  clemency 
minded  John  Hancock,  of  the 
famous  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence signature.  Hancock  moved 
rapidly  to  heal  social  wounds  and 
reverse  punitive  laws  passed  by 
Bowdoin's  administration  to 
disenfranchise  rebels  and  bar  them 
from  holding  certain  jobs.  One 
year  after  he  took  office  he  par- 
doned the  expatriate  Daniel  Shays, 
who  had  migrated  to  New  York, 
where  he'd  set  up  a  new  home- 
stead. The  Massachusetts  economy 


began  to  turn  around,  and  with  it, 
the  fortunes  of  the  state's  belea- 
guered farmers. 

Shays  the  legend  and  Shays  the 
bogeyman  lived  on,  however,  in  the 
corridors  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  convening  in  Philadel- 
phia (May-Sept.  1787)  and  in  the 
serialized,  tag-team  newspaper 
polemics  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
James  Madison  and  John  Jay  that  are 
better  known  as  the  Federalist 
Papers.  The  Papers  cited  the  rebel- 
lion as  a  justification  for  endowing 
the  proposed  new  federal  govern- 
ment with  sufficient  powers  to 
enable  it  to  defend  the  republic  from 
any  potential  threats,  foreign  or 
domestic.  Sound  familiar?  The 
fundamental  tensions  underlying  the 
rebellion — between  the  imperatives 
of  order  and  liberty,  economic 
security  and  economic  justice,  and 
individualist  and  inclusive  visions  of 
our  society — remain  as  unresolved 
for  us  today  as  they  were  for  Shays 
back  then. 

— Mel  Friedman 


The  author  wishes  to  thank  Jim  Miller  and 
Betty  Chapin  of  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  for  making  the  resources  and 
research  materials  of  the  Society  available 
to  him.  For  more  on  the  Society  and  its 
programs ,  see  page  25 . 
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SHAYS  TIMELINE 

Daniel  Shays  is  born  in  Hopkinton,  AAA. 

Receives  commission  as  captain  in  Revolutionary  War. 

Retires  to  farm  in  Pelham,  MA. 

Treaty  of  Paris  officially  ends  Revolutionary  War. 

Massachusetts  slips  into  economic  depression. 

Debt-burdened  farmers  prevent  Northampton  foreclosure  court  from  sitting. 

Shays  and  followers  seize  Springfield  courthouse;  are  peacefully  dispersed  by 

government  militia. 

Shays  fails  to  capture  Springfield  arsenal;  rebels  sustain  heavy  casualties. 

Government  militia  surprises  and  routs  Shays  army  at  Petersham; 

Shays  flees  to  Vermont. 

Major  General  John  Ashley  crushes  rebel  remnant  in  Sheffield  in  last  pitched 

battle  of  farmer  unrest. 

John  Hancock  wins  gubernatorial  race,  begins  pardoning  captured  and  convicted 

rebels. 

Shays,  in  exile,  receives  pardon;  U.S.  Constitution  ratified. 

Constitution  goes  into  effect. 

Shays  dies  in  New  York. 
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AFRICAN  AMERICANS  IN  SOUTH  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  HISTORY 


A  new  history  by  Bernard  Drew,  a  journalist,  writer  and 
local  historian,  examines  the  origins  of  African  Ameri- 
can community  in  three  South  Berkshire  towns.  If  They 
Close  The  Door  On  You,  Go  In  The  Window:  Origins  Of 
The  African  American  Community  In  Sheffield,  Great 
Barrington  &  Stockbridge  is  based  on  original  archival 
research  and  a  dozen  recent  interviews.  The  128-page 
trade  paperback  is  available  at  local  book  stores  and 
through  the  publisher,  Attic  Revivals  Press,  24  Gilmore 
Ave.,  Great  Barrington,  MA  01230,  for  $15  plus  $2.25 
for  tax  and  shipping. 

Drew  draws  on  research  into  county  records  and 
interviews  to  present  a  picture  of  nine  major  waves  of 
African  American  immigration  from  the  1 730s  to  the 
present.  Descendants  from  at  least  two  Revolutionary 
War-era  families  are  found  in  the  area  today.  Many  in 
South  Berkshire's  small  black  community  came  from  the 
deep  South  beginning  in  the  1930s. 

Drew  was  a  scholar  in  residence  at  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  and  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  last 
summer  under  a  program  of  the  Bay  State  Historical 
League.  There,  he  had  access  to  two  dozen  ledger  and 
account  books  from  the  Col.  John  Ashley  family  of 


Sheffield  covering  the  1780s  and  '90s  when,  thanks  to 
Mumbet's  successful  court  suit,  enslaved  blacks  in 
Massachusetts  secured  their  independence. 

Drew's  recent  works  include  two  church  histories  and 
a  celebration  of  the  Hopalong  Cassidy  radio  program 
from  the  1950s.  He  lives  in  Great  Barrington,  where  he 
leads  walking  tours  on  two  themes,  sites  associated  with 
civil  rights  activist  W.E.B.  Du  Bois  and  sites  related  to 
the  African  American  community. 

BARRINGTON  STAGE  NEWS 

Barrington  Stage  Company  presents  "Three  Viewings" 
by  Jeffrey  Hatcher,  a  "devastatingly  funny  and  poignant 
drama"  about  a  mild  mannered  funeral  director,  a 
beautiful  Los  Angeles  drifter  and  the  widow  of  a 
wheeler  dealer.  The  play,  directed  by  Julianne  Boyd  and 
starring  Joy  Franz,  Caralyn  Kozlowski  and  Robert 
Zukerman,  will  be  presented  Feb.  17-20,  Feb.  24-27  and 
Mar.  3-6.  Showtimes  are  7pm  on  Thursdays,  8pm  on 
Fridays,  4pmand  8pm  on  Saturdays  and  3pm  on  Sun- 
days. At  BSC's  StudioSpace  in  the  center  of  Sheffield 
(opposite  the  Post  Office,  off  Route  7).  Call  413-528- 
8888  or  visit  www.barringtonstageco.org  for  tickets. 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 

'New  Construction 

'Landscape  Lighting  'Renovations 

'Modular  Homes 

(413)  229-2561 
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CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 
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Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soupd,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

LOTTERY  •  BEER  •  WINE  •  GROCERIES 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


FOOD  PROGRAM  SAYS  THANKS 


The  Sheffield  Food  Assistance 
Program  has  much  to  be  thankful 
for.  Recently  groups,  schools,  and 
individuals  from  the  Sheffield 
community  have  brought  wonderful 
quantities  of  food  to  the  pantry.  It  is 
amazing  to  see  what  people  buy  at 
the  market  and  so  satisfying  to  pack 
bags  with  a  variety  of,  not  just 
ordinary  soups  and  pastas. 

The  help  was  sorely  needed;  the 
shelves  were  truly  bare,  and  the 
money  the  program  counts  on  to  buy 
chicken,  hamburger  and  hotdogs  was 
just  about  gone. 

First,  New  Marlborough  Central 
School  sent  bags  of  food  from 
students,  staff  and  parents.  Then  the 
pre-K  and  kindergarten  classes  at 
Undermountain  Elementary  (orga- 
nized this  year  by  the  National 
Honor  Society  and  Adrienne 
Campbell)  covered  both  the  long 
tables  at  the  pantry  with  their 
donations.  The  South  Egremont 
School  collected  as  well. 

The  shelves  became  filled  with 
regular  deliveries  from  the  barrel  at 
Berkshire  Bank  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  parishes  in  South 
Egremont,  New  Marlborough  and 
Christ  Church  in  Sheffield.  Bags  of 
food  came  from  a  U.S.  Post  Office 
drive. 

In  November,  help  from  the  Boy 
Scouts  arrived.  Over  700  items  were 
brought  in  by  George  Oleen  and  Liz 
Hobby's  troup.  What  a  grand  Satur- 
day! The  shelves  under  the  tables 
were  three  deep  with  soups  and 
tomato  sauces,  vegetables  and  fruit, 
tuna  and  peanut  butter.  George  also 
brought  pumpkin  pies  that  Marion 
Decker  and  her  granddaughter, 
Hope,  had  made  from  scratch  from 
pumpkins  donated  by  Howden  Farm. 

Also  in  November,  our  pickup 
driver,  Bob  Miller,  and  his  son, 
Mike,  arrived  with  cases  of  food 
from  radio  station  WQQQ  in 
Lakeville,  CT  They  unloaded 
stuffing  mix,  cranberry  sauce, 
canned  beans  and  carrots  and  peas, 
the  supporting  foods  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner.  On  the  Monday  before 
Thanksgiving,  Arthur  Armstrong 


and  Dave  Smith  arrived  with  the 
turkeys,  potatoes,  onions  and 
carrots  from  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis — their  annual  gift,  this 
year  enough  for  24  households,  up 
from  last  year's  18. 

After  Thanksgiving,  more  food 
arrived  from  regular  donors — folks 
who  live  in  town  and  weekly  or 
monthly  stop  by  with  the  extra  food 
they  know  we  need.  And  a  couple 
of  checks  arrived  as  well. 

For  Christmas  and  New  Year's, 
WQQQ  gave  hams  and  Kiwanis 
again  brought  turkeys,  potatoes, 
onions  and  carrots. 


Food  is  not  all  we  receive.  One  of 
the  friends  of  the  Food  Program 
built  strong  and  handsome  tables  for 
our  packing  and  storage,  so  we  no 
longer  trip  over  the  legs  of  the  old 
metal  table.  For  Christmas,  17 
Santas  came  out  of  hiding  bringing 
Christmas  gifts  for  the  young  folks, 
and  the  Autism  Center  of  America 
at  the  Option  Institute  donated 
cartons  of  toys  to  be  given  to  our 
children. 

Thank  you,  Sheffield  (and  New 
Marlborough  and  Egremont),  for 
thinking  of  your  neighbors! 

— Marcia  Brolli 


CHURCHES  &  SERVICES 

ASHLEY  FALLS 

Grace  Bible  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service, 

nursery  care  provided;    Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty 

LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are 

updated  weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St.  James  352  Main  Street 

(413)  528-1330.   Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  Worship.    Rev.  George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)  229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare; 

Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School:  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor 
L.V.  Morris. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Clare  Overlander 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield 

7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  www.sheffieldchapel.org  ,   (413)528-2911   Sunday:  8am  & 
10:45am  Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday  school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm   » 
Prayer  Meeting;  Wednesday:  7-9pm  Separation  and  Divorce  Care  Seminar/ 
Support  group.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 


t 


community 


IV    W   W   ft 


NEWS  FROM  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


Test  results  released.  Every  autumn 
results  from  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
prehensive Assessment  System  arrive 
and  much  time  is  spent  analyzing  the 
results,  seeing  how  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District 
measures  up  compared  with  the  state 
averages.  In  late  October  the  School 
Committee  was  shown  graphs  show- 
ing  how  many  SBRSD  students 
taking  the  math,  English  and  science 
tests  placed  in  the  each  of  the  four 
categories — Advanced,  Proficient, 
Needs  Improvement  and  Failure. 

The  10th  grade  scores  show  that  25 
of  61  students  scored  Advanced  in 
math,  and  18  scored  Advanced  in 
English.  That  is  1 1  percent  higher 
than  the  state  average  in  both  subject 
areas.  Only  two  students  failed 
English  and  seven  math,  lower  than 
the  state  average.  Results  of  testing  in 
8th,  5th  and  4th  grade  show  that  the 
district  is  meeting  or  exceeding  the 
state  averages  for  those  grades,  too. 

Those  who  feel  that  test  scores  can 
be  relied  upon  to  measure  the  quality 
of  education  can  be  gratified  by  these 
results.  Others  question  the  content  of 
the  test  questions  and  the  meaningful- 
ness  of  the  results,  since  one  point  can 
determine  the  difference  between  two 
categories.  In  our  small  district,  one 
student  scoring  one  point  higher  or 
lower  changes  results  for  a  grade  level 
by  2  percent. 

Cultural  audit.  Another  measure 
of  the  district's  success  is  nearing 
completion:  the  Kennedy  Center 
Community  Arts  Audit.  SBSRD  is 
one  of  three  districts  in  the  state 
chosen  by  the  Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council  to  engage  in  this  program. 

As  part  of  this  process,  surveys 
have  been  distributed  to  students, 
teachers  and  parents  seeking  opinions 
about  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of 
our  arts  programs  and  the  role  of  the 
arts  in  the  education  of  students  and 
in  our  community  as  a  whole.  The 


audit  steering  committee  included  art 
teacher/leader  Peggy  Reeves,  theater 
director  Bob  Law,  assistant  to  the 
principal  Adele  Sands,  school  com- 
mittee member  Ellen  Maggio,  and 
parent  Maxine  Carter- Lome  of  South 
Egremont. 

Chairperson  Jane  Burke  of  Flying 
Cloud  Institute  facilitated  discussions 
with  the  administrative  council,  the 
School  Committee  and  the  Business 
Leaders'  Roundtable  to  gain  insights 
from  towns  in  the  district. 

In  November,  Diane  Daily  from 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 
visited  the  school  to  attend  a 
roundtable  on  arts  education,  another 
aspect  of  the  arts  audit  process.  After 
touring  the  building,  meeting  with 
Superintendent  Valerie  Spriggs  and 
community  members,  and  attending  a 
performance  of  "The  Tempest,"  she 
was  full  of  enthusiasm  for  our  "gem"  of 
a  school.  She  was  impressed  by  the 
wonderful  arts  facilities,  the  excel- 
lence shown  by  the  students  and  the 
commitment  shown  by  the  commu- 
nity. Maxine  Carter-Lome  is  now 
collating  the  hundreds  of  responses 
and  preparing  a  final  report  that  will 
be  sent  to  Boston  in  January. 

Artist  residencies.  The  Creative 
Schools  Program  has  been  funded  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 
for  the  fourth  year.  This  year's 
activities  begin  with  the  dance 
residency  of  Tom  Truss  and  Amie 
Dowling  January  10-14.  A 
Barrington  Stage  theater  residency 
will  begin  in  late  January  with  the 
start  of  a  new  drama  course  for 
second-semester  juniors  and  seniors. 

The  Latino  Festival,  a  collabora- 
tion between  students  and  teachers 
celebrating  Spanish  traditions,  is 
scheduled  for  February  8,  Mardi  Gras. 
Students  from  grade  2-10  are  already 
learning  Latin  dances  for  the  event. 
The  Sambadees  will  be  in  residence  to 
teach  Samba  to  the  5th  and  6th  graders. 


Artist  Susan  Hardcastle  will  be 
working  with  3rd  ,4th  and  high  school 
students  on  a  variety  of  projects  to 
enhance  the  event.  There  will  also  be 
festive  foods  and  guest  performers. 
The  Festival  is  supplemented  by  a 
generous  grant  from  the  Sellon  Trust. 

Engineering  skills.  There  is  a  new 
engineering  education  program  at 
SBRSD,  thanks  to  funding  from  the 
Eagle  and  Janet  Funds  and  the  support 
of  the  Flying  Cloud  Institute,  which 
provided  the  summer  training  for 
teachers  Pat  Poulos  and  Bill  Dunsay 
and  student  mentors  Jen  Catsos,  Alice 
Maggio,  Catherine  McSpiritt,  Lindy 
Marcel  and  Lila  Milukas.  At  the 
training,  Tufts  School  of  Engineering 
staff  demonstrated  how  to  use  LEGO 
Mindstorms  ROBOLAB  to  teach 
many  of  the  required  learning  stan- 
dards in  math,  language  art,  and 
science  in  a  new  way. 

Since  Tufts  helped  develop  the 
Massachusetts  Engineering  Frame- 
works that  are  coming  into  effect 
soon,  our  group  is  now  ahead  of 
other  schools  in  meeting  these 
requirements.  Under  the  supervision 
of  Paul  O'Brien,  technology  coordi- 
nator for  the  district,  the  student 
mentors  are  helping  the  growing 
number  of  elementary  school  teach- 
ers who  have  become  part  of  the 
program.  The  students  have  been 
introducing  the  engineering  curricu- 
lum into  kindergarten,  third  and 
fourth  grade  classrooms. 

Staff  news.  Middle  school 
science  teacher  Asha  Von  Ruden 
has  gone  on  maternity  leave  for  the 
rest  of  the  academic  year.  Sarah 
Burdsall,  Mt.  Everett  wellness 
teacher,  has  tendered  her  resignation 
as  of  December  30.  Lynn  Summerill, 
director  of  special  education,  will  be 
leaving  at  the  end  of  January.  They 
will  all  be  missed. 

— Jane  Burke 
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FAMILY  AND  LAND  TRUST  PARTNER  TO  SAVE  BALSAM  HILL  FARM 


Talking  to  Rob  Chapin,  one  doesn't 
realize  that  he  has  just  sold  his  family 
farm.  He  talks  about  Balsam  Hill  Farm 
like  an  old  and  constant  friend.  As  in 
any  friendship  there  have  been 
difficulties  to  endure  and  Rob  pa- 
tiently worked  through  the  hard  times 
on  the  land  to  reach  his  present 
contentment — knowing  that  his  old 
friend  is  settled  and  well  cared  for. 

Economics  and  ill  health  forced 
Rob  to  first  rent  out  the  farm  and  then 
to  look  for  a  buyer  for  the  land  on 
Hewins  St.  where  he  has  spent  most  of 
his  life.  None  of  the  Chapins'  three 
daughters  went  into  farming.  Develop- 
ers were  eager  to  buy  the  land  for  over 
$  1  million,  but  Rob  and  his  wife, 
Christine,  decided  to  apply  for  an 
Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction 
so  that  Balsam  Hill  Farm  would  always 
remain  as  agricultural  land.  The  effort 
to  save  the  farm  added  time,  lawyers 
fees,  and  aggravation,  but  when  asked 
if  the  choice  was  the  right  one,  Rob 
exclaimed,  "Oh,  gosh  yes!"  Christine 
glowed.  "It  was  our  best  choice." 

Rob  is  the  last  in  a  line  of  six 
generations  of  Chapins  to  own  Balsam 
Hill  Farm.  The  first  Chapin  to  farm 
this  beautiful  acreage  was  Sheldon, 
who  acquired  it  in  1834.  Rob's  great- 
great  grandfather,  Marcellus,  was  the 
first  to  import  the  now-common 
Holstein-Friessian  breed  of  black  and 
white  cows  to  the  Sheffield  area  from 
northern  Germany.  The  Chapins 
continued  to  raise  Holsteins  until  Rob 
sold  his  herd  in  1991.  His  father, 
Bob,  won  many  awards  for  his  line  of 
dairy  cattle. 

As  the  land  passed  from  generation 
to  generation,  there  was  often  only 
one  child  to  take  an  interest  in 
farming.  Neither  Rob's  brother  nor 
sister  did.  Rob  himself  enlisted  in  the 
Navy  and  travelled  all  over  Southeast 
Asia  delivering  planes  and  helicopters 
as  the  Vietnam  War  was  just  begin- 
ning. He  saw  the  beauty  of  Thailand, 
Vietnam,  and  Cambodia,  with  fanners 
in  the  rice  paddies,  and  "poverty, 
poverty,  poverty."  When  Rob  came 
home  in  1963,  he  was  thankful  for  the 
expanse  and  peace  of  Balsam  Hill  and 


took  up  farming  with  his  father. 

Other  than  that  time  in  the  Navy, 
Rob  has  spent  his  whole  life  at  Balsam 
Hill.  He  reminisced  about  coiling  up 
fencing  when  Ironworks  Creek 
flooded,  and  stringing  fencing  through 
the  hillside  woods  where  the  cattle 
foraged,  still  part  of  the  farm  today. 
Rob  did  "what  kids  always  did  when 
we  were  growing  up — fished,  played, 
helped  with  farm  work.  When  I  was 
10  or  12, 1  found  an  old  Hudson 
Airplane  auto  in  my  grandfather's 
bam.  He  let  me  fiddle  with  it  to  make 
it  run,  and  I  raced  it  around  the  farm. 
We  cut  hay,  raised  corn,  and  milked 
from  45  to  70  cows." 

Christine  Chapin  brought  her  own 
fanning  heritage  to  Balsam  Hill.  She 
was  raised  outside  of  Munich,  Ger- 
many, on  a  small  family  farm  with 
several  milking  cows,  pigs,  chickens, 
and  vegetables.  In  1964  she  came  to 
the  Sheffield  area  to  visit  her  sister, 
met  Rob  on  a  blind  date,  and  joined 
the  Chapin  family  in  1966.  In  Ger- 
many, farms  are  often  divided  among 
several  children  so,  although  the  land 
is  still  farmed,  the  fields  are  contiguous 
strips  owned  by  different  people.  "It  is 
so  nice  to  know  that  the  Balsam  Hill 
Farm  will  be  preserved  in  its  entirety." 

Thanks  to  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts and  its  Agricultural  Preservation 
Restriction  program  that  allows 
fanners  to  realize  the  development 
value  of  their  land,  the  Chapins  have 
ensured  that  its  legacy  of  agriculture, 
its  history,  and  its  beauty  will  be 
preserved  for  future  generations, 
through  all  ownerships. 

The  farm's  new  owner  is  Morven 
Allen,  an  organic  fanner  who  will 
continue  the  tradition  of  dairying  on 
Balsam  Hill  Farm.  This  greatly  pleases 
the  Chapins.  Rob  said  of  Morven,  "He 
will  be  a  great  asset  to  the  community 
He's  an  honest  man.  He  loves  the 
land.  He  works  hard  and  is  restoring 
the  farm  buildings  to  their  original 
well  kept  condition.  We  love  to  drive 
by  and  see  the  progress."  He  went  on, 
"If  houses  were  springing  up  on  tho^e 
fields,  we  would  be  broken  hearted. 
Morven  has  two  sons.  Maybe  they  will 


The  view  from  Balsam  Hill  Farm ,  looking 
west  toward  the  Housatonic  River  and  Mt. 
Everett  and  the  Taconic  Range. 

help  him  on  the  farm  and  take  it  over 
some  day." 

We'll  report  more  on  Morven's 
operation  and  plans  in  a  coming  issue. 

Although  the  state,  through  the 
Dept.  of  Agricultural  Resources, 
provides  most  of  the  funds  to  purchase 
the  development  rights  on  a  farm,  a 
local  contribution  is  also  required  to 
leverage  that  money.  To  do  that,  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust  took  on  the 
obligation  of  raising  what  was  needed 
to  preserve  Balsam  Hill,  It  has  raised 
just  over  $50,000  toward  the  $147,000 
needed  to  cover  the  purchase  price 
and  the  associated  project  expenses. 
Contributions  can  be  made  to:  Balsam 
Hill  Farm  Fund,  Sheffield  Land  Trust, 
PO  Box  940,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  or 
call  229-0234. 

— Ann  Hanchctt 
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AUTHORS'  DAY  A  SUCCESS 

The  second  Local  Authors  Book  Signing  Celebration  was 
held  Nov.  6,  2004.  The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  had  76 
authors  accept.  They  sat  at  tables  scattered  throughout  the 
stacks  and  main  floor.  If  the  noise  level  during  the  signing 
and  at  the  authors'  luncheon  afterwards  was  any  indica- 
tion, the  event  was  a  smashing  success. 

The  public  was  able  to  meet  and  talk  to  authors  about 
their  books,  to  purchase  books  and  have  the  authors  sign 
them.  The  Bookloft  from  Great  Barrington  had  a  boutique 
in  the  Library  for  the  event  and  The  Bookstore  in  Lenox 
graciously  helped  us  provide  information  about  the  authors. 

Talk  about  the  people  in  Sheffield  having  the  ability  to 
work  together!  It's  one  reason  we  should  all  be  proud  of  our 
small  town.  Berkshire  Bank,  with  the  enthusiastic  support 
of  Sheffield  Branch  Manager  Missy  Joyce,  generously 
donated  funds  for  our  publicity.  Elsie  West  and  Old  Parish 
Church  provided  tables  and  chairs;  Annie  Ryder  and 
Christ  Church  Episcopal  loaned  their  tables  too. 

Tom  Young  and  Ken  Powers,  with  the  help  of  Dennis 
Sears  and  Dick  and  Kyle  LeGeyt,  hefted  the  furniture  from 
the  churches  and  back  again.  David  McCandless,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sheffield  Art  League,  drew  architectural  render- 
ings of  the  Library's  interior  so  we  would  be  able  to  provide 
maps  of  the  authors'  seating.  Fred  Gordon  videotaped  the 
entire  event  for  our  local  cable  TV  station.  James  Harris, 
the  director  of  communications  from  Berkshire  School, 
generously  acted  as  our  official  photographer. 

In  all,  35  Sheffield  women  contributed  refreshments  to 
serve  the  public  during  the  entire  event.  Pam  Bloodworth 
and  Barbara  Burns  of  the  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  hosted  the  delightful  luncheon.  Rene  Wood  and 
David  Steindler  provided  their  specialty  soups.  The  authors 
were  so  complimentary  about  our  hospitality.  Our  lun- 
cheon favors  were  small  bottles  of  maple  syrup  from 
Turner's  Farms  in  Egremont.  Inez  Flinn  led  the  coffee  and 
goodies  brigade.  Gillian  Seidel,  Marcia  Savage,  Jackie 
Weaver,  Dorothy  Weaver,  Marcia  Brolli,  Kay  Dennison, 
Melissa  Joyce,  and  Cathy  Hutchinson  were  our  nost- 
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TYPEWRITER  NEEDED 

If  you  have  a  typewriter  in  good  working  order  that 
you  no  longer  use,  please  consider  donating  it  to  the 
Library.  Its  word  processors  are  too  high  tech  for  some 
simple  tasks.  Check  with  a  staff  member  before  you 
deliver  your  machine  to  make  sure  some  other  kind 
soul  has  not  already  filled  the  need. 


esses.  Kathy  Ness  worked  so  hard,  she  never  got  out  of 
the  kitchen. 

Steve  Hannum,  Hermann  Hahn,  Tom  Young  and  Ken 
Powers  all  got  roped  into  being  the  parking  czars.  Jim 
McGarry  provided  police  support  and,  when  we  had  to  call 
911  for  an  accident,  Tony  Ullrich  was  there  almost  before 
we  hung  up  the  phone. 

Over  the  past  year,  we  searched  out  additional  local 
authors.  Fortunately,  authors  would  call  and  say,  "I  am  a 
published  author,  I  want  to  come." 

Eight  couples  came,  both  spouses  authors.  One  father 
writes  about  philosophy,  his  daughter  writes  cookbooks;  a 
brother  and  sister  who  both  write  for  children;  a  Mt. 
Everett  graduate  whose  book  is  listed  in  Library  Journal's 
Best  Science  Books  of  1999.  A  teacher  called  to  tell  us  that 
one  of  his  former  students  was  an  illustrator.  She  came  too. 

The  Library  is  again  indebted  to  Adam  Harris  whose 
idea  sparked  the  whole  project.  Adam's  idea  to  write 
famous  authors  to  ask  for  an  autographed  portrait  and 
the  name  of  that  author's  favorite  book  led  us  to  creat- 
ing this  event. 

Put  November  5,  2005,  on  your  calendars  now.  We  are 
getting  ready  for  Year  3. 

COMING  EVENTS 

Author  lecture.  On  Martin  Luther  King  Day,  Mon., 
Jan.  17,  at  1pm,  historian  Bernard  Drew  will  give  a 
lecture  at  the  Library  entitled  "If  They  Close  the  Door 
on  You,  Go  in  the  Window:  Origins  of  the  African 
American  Community  in  Sheffield,  Great  Barrington  & 
Stockbridge,"  based  on  his  recently  published  book  (see 
page  6).  The  presentation  is  sponsored  by  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  and  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and 
made  possible  by  a  Scholar  in  Residence  Grant  (a 
collaborative  program  of  the  Massachusetts  Foundation 
for  the  Humanities  and  the  Bay  State  Historical  League. 
For  more  information  call  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  at  229-2694  or  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  at 
413-298-3239. 

Writing  course.  Library  staff  member  and  local 
author  Pauline  Clarke  will  be  teaching  a  Berkshire 
Community  College  extension  course  on  writing  at  the 
Library.  Classes  begin  February  3  and  continue  for  10 
weeks.  Designed  for  beginners,  the  two-hour  evening 
classes  will  focus  on  encouraging  would-be  writers  to  put 
their  thoughts  down  on  paper  in  a  creative  way.  Pre- 
registration  is  required.  For  more  information,  check  the 
BCC  Spring  Bulletin. 
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FISH  STORY 

Glance  at  the  ceiling  the  next  time  you  visit  the  main  floor 
of  the  Library.  You  will  find  schools  offish  swimming  above 
your  head! 

There  are  20  fish  in  total  in  various  shades  of  blue, 
silver,  green,  copper  and  gold.  There  are  big  fish,  fat  fish, 
small  fish,  fish  with  wide  fin  spans,  finless  fish,  one  fish 
with  a  spade  tail  like  a  whale  and  even  two  fish  that  look 
rather  like  aquatic  dumplings.  They  have  all  sorts  of 
different  expressions — happy,  fierce,  self-satisfied,  worried, 
angelic,  philosophic,  sneering  and  even  bookish.  One  is 
crying.  Each  is  a  fine  work  of  art  by  itself — together  they 
are  spectacular. 

The  sculptures  were  the  brainchild  of  sculptor  Ann  Jon 
and  were  created  last  spring  by  20  middle  and  high  school 
students  at  the  Mount  Everett  Regional  School.  They  were 
originally  displayed  hanging  from  trees  in  the  small  park 
behind  the  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery  in  Housatonic  as 
part  of  "Sculpture  In  and  By  the  River"  presented  by 
Sculpture  Now,  of  which  Ann  is  the  executive  director, 
one  of  the  many  art  shows  that  occuned  as  part  of 
Housatonic  River  Summer  2004,  a  summer  long  series  of 
festivities  held  to  celebrate  the  river. 

The  fish  are  made  from  blue  foam  blocks  (the  material 
used  to  provide  buoyancy  to  diving  and  marina  boat 
docks),  copper  flashing  and  other  construction  materials, 
much  of  it  supplied  by  Herrington's.  The  blocks  are  very 
light  and  can  be  cut  with  saws  and  knives — "a  messy  and 
noisy  process  that  appeals  to  teenagers,"  said  Peggy  Reeves, 
the  arts  coordinator  at  the  school. 

When  the  idea  came  to  her,  Jon  was  the  artist  in 
residence  at  Mount  Everett  under  a  program  funded  by  a 
Creative  Schools  grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council  (for  more  on  this  year's  grant,  see  page  8).  These 
grants  are  intended  to  encourage  schools  to  integrate  art 
into  other  academic  disciplines,  in  this  case,  science 
(biology  and  the  environment). 

The  school  project  started  with  discussions  of  the 
Housatonic  River,  its  history,  including  its  impact  on 
riverside  communities  such  as  Sheffield,  and  the  state  of  its 
environmental  health.  Next,  Jon  brought  to  the  classroom 
several  frozen  fish  (originally  inhabitants  of  the 
Housatonic)  so  that  her  pupils  could  study  their  shapes  in 
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three  dimensions  (arts  coordinator  Reeves  said  "they  did 
get  a  little  smelly"  after  a  while).  Then  the  students  made 
small  clay  models  before  progressing  to  sawing  and  carving 
the  foam  blocks,  adding  eyes,  fins  and  tails  and,  in  some 
cases,  spray  painting  the  fish. 

How  did  the  fish  end  up  at  the  library?  Patrick  and 
Barbara  Burns  visited  the  display  in  Housatonic,  where 
they  happened  to  meet  Library  Director  Nancy  Hahn  and 
her  sister.  Patrick,  the  president  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library,  thought  that  the  fish  would  look  terrific  hanging  in 
the  library  and  suggested  that  the  Friends  buy  them.  The 
others  endorsed  the  idea.  Bill  Connell,  another  Friend, 
arranged  for  their  purchase  and  installed  them  in  artful 
arrangements  at  the  beginning  of  November,  just  in  time 
for  Authors'  Day.  — Peter  Rowntree 

LIBRARY  GROUNDS 

Many  library  patrons  have  noticed  that  some  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  area  behind  the  building.  Two 
handsome  trees,  one  a  Princeton  American  elm  and  the 
other  a  Chinkapin  oak,  have  been  planted.  They  were 
contributed  and  installed  by  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project. 
Our  thanks  to  Tom  Ingersoll,  chair  of  the  Project,  and 
his  band  of  volunteers. 

Plans  are  afoot  to  install  benches  in  the  same  area, 
move  the  gazebo  to  the  front  of  the  building  where  it 
should  have  more  use  and  do  extensive  landscaping  in 
both  the  front  and  the  back. 
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CWMAR(VEL0U)S  IS  NOW  OPERATIONAL 

As  reported  in  the  May/june  2004  issue  of  the  Times,  the 
Sheffield  Library  has  been  preparing  to  join  the 
CWMARS  interlibrary  loan  and  circulation  system  net- 
work. As  you  will  no  doubt  have  already  figured  out,  the 
acronym  stands  for  "Central/Western  Massachusetts  Auto- 
mated Resource  Sharing." 

Preparations  have  entailed  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  by  Library  Director  Nancy  Hahn  and  the  staff,  in- 
eluding  checking  reorganizing  and  updating  the  Lftrajy's  M  you  need  to  use  the  system  is  access  to  the  Intemet 

records  on  its  collection,  adding  the  data  to  the  CWMARS      and  a  new  bar,coded  Sheffield  Library  card.  From  the 
data  base  converting  the  library  s  circulation  system  to  the       comfort  of  yQur  home  Qf  office  Qr  the  Hbrary  ^  yQu 
one  used  by  CWMARS  and  getting  ready  to  issue  new  li-         can  gearch  the  CWMARS  catalogue  (which  includes  the 
brary  cards.  The  bar  codes  embedded  in  virtually  all  items         sheffield  coilection).  If  you  find  something  in  another  li- 
in  the  collection  had  to  be  changed.  brary  that  you  want>  you  can  place  an  order  for  {t  tQ  be 

Since  Dec.  14,  library  patrons  have  been  able  to  use  the       sent  tQ  the  Sheffield  Llbrary>  where  you  can  pick  it  up  If 
Internet  to  find  and  order  books  and  other  library  materials      the  ltem  is  out  on  ^  you  can        a  hold  on  it  for  deUv, 
from  public,  academic  and  other  CWMARS  member  i-  ery  when  ^  available. 

braries  located  in  the  network  s  western  region.  Over  the  With  matenals  such  ^  magazines,  newspapers  and  cer- 

next  several  months,  the  geographic  coverage  will  be  ex-  tain  reference  materials,  you  can  download  them  to  your 

tended  to  include  library  collections  in  the  rest  of  the  state       computer.  You  can  also  use  your  computer  to  check  on 
Eventually  the  system  will  cover  almost  1 ,800  libraries  and       which  books  you  We  borrowed  and  when  they  are  due 
about  30  million  books,  videos,  cassettes,  CDs  and  other  to  be  retumed)  as  well  as  to  renew  items>  Eventually,  you 

materia  s.  Who  knows— in  a  few  years  you  may  be  able  to         wiU  be  able  to  request  that  the  Library  send  notices  to  you 
find  and  order  books  from  libraries  in  Hillsdale,  Paris  and  by  emaii_that  a  book  is  ready  to  be  picked  up  or  that  you 

even  lasnkent.  have  not  returned  an  overdue  item,  for  example.  About 

the  only  things  the  new  system  won't  do  is  pick  up  and  re- 
turn library  materials — you  will  still  have  to  do  this  your- 
self. Most  items  ordered  from  other  libraries  will  be  deliv- 
ered to  our  library  within  a  few  days. 

Nancy  and  the  five  current  library  technicians  at- 
tended a  training  session  put  on  by  CWMARS  on  De- 
cember 14-  Another  will  be  scheduled  for  sometime 
later  this  year. 

The  new  library  cards  should  allow  you  to  check  out 
more  quickly  than  in  the  past.  They  also  allow  you  to  get 
a  printed  receipt  itemizing  the  borrowed  materials  and 
specifying  the  borrowing  and  due  dates.  You  can  use  the 
card  in  other  local  libraries  and,  eventually,  in  all 
CWMARS  member  libraries.  Patrons  who  have  not  yet 
been  issued  one  of  the  new  cards  should  apply  for  one  at 
the  main  circulation  desk. 

Nancy  is  delighted.  "In  addition  to  improving  services 
to  our  customers,  the  new  system  will  simplify  and  speed 
up  a  large  number  of  both  routine  and  complicated  trans- 
actions for  the  staff,"  she  said.  She  anticipates  that  there 
will  be  some  glitches  but  promises  that  "we  will  work  hard 
to  fix  them  and  give  you  the  best  possible  service."  The 
staff's  only  regret  is  that  they  will  miss  seeing  those 
customers  who  choose  to  make  virtual  instead  of  real 
visits  to  the  Library. 

— Peter  Rowntree 
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The  Seventh  Annual 
Sheffield  Land  Trust  Winter  Lecture 

Presents 

TOM  WESSELS 

A  Slide  Presentation  and  Talk 

Tom  Wessels  is  an  declaimed  naturalist,  lecturer, 

professor  atAntiacb  New  England  Graduate  School  and 

author  of  "Heading  the  Forested  landscape,"  "The 

Granite  Landscape"  and  an  upcoming  hook  "The 

Mythology  of  Progress, " 

Books  will  be  available  for  purchase  and  signing 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  5™,  2005 

at  Dewey  HaU,  Center  of  Sheffield 

3:00  -  5:30pm 

An  Afternoon  Tea  and  Refreshments  wiO  be  served 
Everyone  is  welcome  ♦  Admission  is  Free 

for  more  information, 
plea.se  call  Sheffield  Land  Trust  al  229-0234 
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SENIOR  CENTER 

Luncheon  program.  "Spoon  River,"  Linda  Kelley's 
adaptation  of  Edgar  Lee  Masters'  Spoon  River  Anthol- 
ogy, published  in  1915,  will  be  the  program  at  the 
Senior  Center's  Pot  Luck  Luncheon  on  Thurs.,  Jan.  27. 
Kelley,  an  actress  with  35  years  experience,  brings  these 
people  to  life,  wearing  30  different  hats — literally.  She 
calls  Spoon  River  "The  Peyton  Place  of  the  early  20th 
Century."  Her  performance  will  follow  a  potluck  lun- 
cheon at  the  Senior  Center  at  1 2  noon. 

ASSESSORS  AND  COLLECTORS 

Town  tax  rate  fixed.  On  December  1,  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Revenue  approved  Sheffield's  property 
tax  rate  for  fiscal  year  2005  (which  ends  on  June  30, 
•2005).  The  new  rate  is  $12.74  per  $1,000  of  assessed 
valuation.  This  represents  an  increase  of  $0.66  from  last 
year's  rate  of  $12.08.  With  this  approval  in  hand,  the 
Treasurer/Collector's  office  was  able  to  compute  the 
amount  of  taxes  payable  by  each  taxpayer  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fiscal  year  and  send  out  tax  bills  payable 
on  February  1  and  May  1,  2005. 


Buy  Local! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Let  them  know  you 
read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 


Sheffield  Pottery 

The  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 


Come  Visit  Our  Two  Showrooms  Featuring  a 

Unique  Collection  of  Handmade  Pottery  &  me 

Best  in  Ceramic  Supplies  I  Open  7  Days 


www.sheffield-pottery.com 
rt  7,  Sheffield,  ma  01257  •  toll-free  1-888-spi-clay 


Town  of  Sheffield  Ite  Skating 

Berkshire  School  Rink 

Sunday  evenings 

December  through  February 

7  PM  to  9  PM 

Berkshire  School  is  again  providing  free  open 
skating  hours  for  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 
residents  at  its  indoor  skating  rink 

Free  skating  rules: 

•  SHEFFIELD  RESIDENTS  ONLY.  Bring  proof 
of  residency. 

•  Children  under  14  must  be  accompanied  by 
a  parent. 

•  Skaters  must  be  under  control  at  all  times. 
No  horseplay. 

•  No  hockey  playing  — no  hockey  sticks, 
pucks,  etc. 

•  No  speed  skating. 

•  Skaters  shall  be  courteous  to  other  skaters 
and  give  a  wide  berth  to  young  children 
and  beginners. 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  INC 

www.precision-auto.com 

Collision  Damage  Specialists 

Quality  Auto  Repair  Since  1978 

Services  Include: 


0  Lifetime  Collision  Repair  &  PPG 
Paint  Guarantees 

o  All  Makes  &  Models  Including  BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz,  Acura,  Nissan  etc. 

0  Computerized  Laser  Frame  and 
Unibody  Measuring  Systems 

o  Member  Better  Business  Bureau      ^ 

oFree  Pickup  and  Delivery  BBB 


413-528-1457  •    1-800-734-1457 


MASS.  LICENSED  REPAIR  SHOP  /RS1006  •  BONDED  IN  MASS 

S  of  61  Barringlon  On  Rt  7  -  1939  No  Main  Si  Sheffii 
FAX  413-5280186 
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Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can  also  be 

seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Chanel  16.  Check  schedule  for 

times.  Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  FROM  THE  MEETING  MINUTES 


9/27  The  board  voted  to  submit  a 
Commonwealth  Capital  Application 
to  the  state.  Town  Administrator 
Robert  Weitz  prefaced  discussion  of 
the  issue  by  noting  that  it  was  impor- 
tant for  the  town  to  participate  in  this 
new  program,  whose  submission 
deadline  was  Sept.  30,  2004,  to  be 
eligible  for  certain  state  grants  in  the 
coming  year.  Eligibility  for  these  grants 
is  determined  by  an  overall  ranking 
score,  to  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of 
specific  town  filings.  The  board  voted 
to  submit  a  Right  to  Farm  Bylaw 
pursuant  to  the  grant  application,  but 
deferred  submissions  of  an  Affordable 
Housing  Plan  and  an  Open  Space  and 
Recreation  Plan  that  would  have 
netted  the  town  an  additional  five 
points.  It  was  noted  that  the  town 
could  submit  additional  information 
to  improve  its  score  at  any  time,  even 
after  the  submission  deadline  had 
passed.  [The  Master  Plan  process  has 
put  Sheffield  in  a  position  to  be 
eligible  for  such  grants;  for  more,  see 
the  Planning  Board  item  on  page  18.] 

Jared  Clayton,  a  property  owner 
who  lives  near  Hillside  Lane  told 
the  board  that  rain-driven  silting  is 
becoming  a  road  hazard  on  Hillside 
Lane  and  that  his  property  is  coming 
close  to  being  flooded  out.  Board 
Chairman  Richard  Kirchner  and 
Selectman  David  Macy  agreed  that 
this  was  a  serious  problem  and  noted 
that  the  Conservation  Commission 
was  currently  looking  into  the 
matter.  Macy  recommended  that  a 
letter  be  sent  to  the  person  whose 
property  is  the  source  of  the  silting, 
requesting  that  the  homeowner 
provide  the  board  with  a  plan  to 
solve  the  problem. 

In  a  related  matter,  Kirchner 
noted  that  the  Highway  Dept. 
needed  to  remove  asphalt  at  the 
corner  of  Salisbury  Rd.  and  Root 
Lane  as  well  as  from  the  shoulder  of 
the  recent  paving  project. 


10/12  After  discussing  the  qualifi- 


cations of  applicants  for  jobs  in  the 
Highway  Dept.,  the  board  voted  to 
offer  the  position  of  Light  Truck 
Driver/Laborer  to  William  Meenagh 
of  Copake,  NY,  subject  to  comple- 
tion of  the  town's  customary  em- 
ployment checks. 

The  board  granted  a  curb-cut 
request  from  Frank  Mazzarelli  of 
Egremont  Rd.,  pending  approval  from 
the  Chief  of  Police. 

10/18  Responding  by  letter  to  a 
board  request  of  Sept.  28  that  they 
develop  a  professional  engineering 
storm-water  management  plan  for 
their  property  at  88  Hillside  Lane 
Thomas  A.  Jobin  and  Carolyn  A. 
Churton  stated  that  it  was  their 
understanding  that  such  a  permit  was 
not  required  to  deal  with  the  road 
silting  problem  at  issue.  In  support  of 
their  claim,  Jobin  and  Churton 
attached  a  written  opinion  by  Bruce 
Philbrick  of  the  National  Resources 
Conservation  Services  and  noted  that 
they  had  hired  a  land  surveying 
service,  John  DiCara,  PLS,  and  an 
engineering  service,  Ralph  Stanton 
Engineering,  to  help  resolve  the 
problems  caused  by  land  clearing  on 
their  property.  Jobin  and  Churton 
requested  an  extension  of  the  30-day 
timeframe  to  resolve  any  outstanding 
issues.  Chairman  Kirchner  and 
Selectman  Janet  Stanton  noted  for 
the  record  that  they  appreciated  Jobin 
and  Churton's  response  and  their 
active  interest  in  working  with  their 
neighbors  and  the  town  to  resolve 
these  issues. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of 
Chief  James  McGarry,  the  board 
appointed  Jonathan  Finnerty  to  the 
position  of  Student  Officer  in  the 
police  department,  effective  Novem- 
ber 1.  Finnerty,  cunently  a  Reserve 
Intermittent  Officer,  will  become  a 
full-time  officer  upon  successful 
completion  of  a  22-week  program  at 
the  police  academy. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  in- 


formed the  Board  that  the  Railroad 
Barn  was  in  need  of  shoring  up. 
Among  other  things,  the  building, 
which  is  used  by  the  fire,  police,  and 
other  town  departments,  requires 
repairs  to  its  cribbing.  He  also  re- 
minded the  board  that  a  townwide 
winter  parking  ban  will  be  in  effect 
from  November  1  through  April  1 . 
During  this  period  no  overnight 
parking  will  be  allowed  on  any  street 
in  Sheffield. 

Selectman  Macy  reported  that 
construction  had  started  on  Berkshire 
School  Rd.  [see  the  November/ 
December  issue  for  more  on  that 
project].  Macy  also  indicated  that  it 
was  likely  that  replacement  of  the 
railroad  crossing  on  the  road  would  be 
defened  until  school  is  closed  for  the 
summer.  Town  Administrator  Weitz 
and  Chief  McGarry  both  supported 
the  recommendation  of  Highway 
Superintendent  Ronnie  Bassett  to 
forgo  plans  for  grass  strips  on  the 
roadsides  because  of  safety  and  main- 
tenance concerns. 

In  other  business,  the  board  voted 
to  grant  a  request  by  John  Stookey  of 
Egremont  Rd.  for  a  street  curb-cut 
permit,  pending  approval  by  the  Chief 
of  Police  and  the  Conservation 
Commission.  It  signed  the  Presidential 
Election  Wanant.  It  approved  a 
request  by  Dale  G.  Carlson  for  permis- 
sion to  hunt  on  town  property. 

10/25  Upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Highway  Superintendent,  the 
board  appointed  Dale  Martin  as  a 
Winter  On-Call  Snowplow  Driver. 
The  board  also  approved  Chief 
McGarry 's  recommendation  of 
Kristopher  G.  McDonough,  a  graduate 
of  Westfield  State  College  and  the 
Massachusetts  Criminal  Justice 
Training  Council,  to  be  Reserve 
Intermittent  Officer. 

The  board  approved  a  request 
from  DeVries  Building  Supply  for  a 
temporary  street  curb-cut  permit 
on  Laurel  Lane.  The  permit  will  be 
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valid  only  during  the  period  in 
which  Berkshire  School  Rd.  is 
undergoing  construction. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz 
informed  the  board  of  three  requests 
he  had  received  for  abatement  of  the 
solid  waste  user  fee  for  fiscal  year 
2005.  With  various  stipulations,  the 
board  granted  the  requests  of  Joan 
Boibeaux  of  Bears  Den  Rd.,  Robert 
C.  Chapin  of  226  Hewins  St.,  and 
Vivian  and  Harvey  S.  Kimmelman 
of  7  Bay  Lane. 

Planning  Board  Chairman  Rene 
Wood  informed  the  selectmen  about 
a  Smart  Growth  Technical  Assis- 
tance Grant  application  that  the 
planning  board  was  working  on  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission. 
The  grant,  sponsored  by  the  state's 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental 
Affairs,  provides  technical  assistance 
to  help  municipalities  improve  their 
sustainable  development  practices  as 
measured  by  the  Commonwealth 
Capital  Application  score.  Wood 
stated  that  the  top  grant  was 
$30,000  per  proposal  with  a  mini- 
mum match  of  25  percent.  Wood 
further  stated  that  Berkshire  Re- 
gional Planning  Commission  had 
authorized  a  26  percent  match,  or  up 
to  $10,500  from  the  funds  they  were 
holding,  to  be  used  on  activities 
related  to  the  Town's  Master  Plan. 
According  to  Wood,  the  town  would 
not  be  required  to  come  up  with  any 
funds  and  the  potential  grant 
amount  could  total  as  much  as 

Wood  outlined  three  tasks  the 
Planning  Board  intended  to  focus  on 
if  the  funding  were  approved:  1)  a 
diagnostic  review  of  Sheffield  zoning 
by-laws,  including  consistency  with 
Massachusetts  law,  federal  and  state 
court  cases,  and  town  by-laws;  2) 
identification  of  specific  items  in  the 
by-laws  that  either  promote  or 
hinder  specific  goals  and  policies 
identified  in  the  Sheffield  Town 
Master  Plan;  and  3)  preparation  of  a 
Right  to  Farm  by-law.  Wood  asked 
the  board  if  it  wished  to  pursue  this 
grant  and,  if  so,  whether  the  town  or 
the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 


Commission  should  be  the  appli- 
cant. If  the  commission  was  desig- 
nated as  the  applicant,  Wood  added, 
it  would  handle  all  the  necessary 
paperwork.  Selectmen  Kirchner  and 
Stanton  agreed  that  the  grant  should 
be  pursued  but  deferred  further 
discussion  until  the  next  meeting 
when  there  would  be  a  full  board 
present.  [See  also  the  Planning 
Board  item  on  page  18.] 

The  board  voted  to  approve  a 
request  by  Jeffrey  Casdin  to  install 
an  emergency  generator  system  on 
his  property  via  a  conduit  along  the 
right-of-way  of  Rannapo  Rd. 

1 1/1  Thomas  Matuszko,  assistant 
director,  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission,  presented  an 
overview  of  the  Smart  Growth 
Technical  Assistance  Grant  applica- 
tion, explaining  that  it  is  a  competi- 
tive-bid process  and  not  a  guaran- 
teed grant.  Upon  Matuszko's  recom- 
mendation the  board  voted  to  sign  a 
letter  of  endorsement  approving  the 
commission  as  the  grant  applicant 
on  behalf  of  the  town. 

The  selectmen  discussed  and 
passed  clarifications  in  language  to 
Article  I  of  the  personnel  policy, 
then  went  into  closed  session  for 
contract  negotiations. 

1 1/15  Raya  Ariella,  a  waste 
management  and  renewable  energy 
specialist  at  the  Center  for  Ecologi- 
cal Technology,  gave  an  overview  of 
the  Green  Watts  New  England 
program  [see  page  1 8  for  more 
information].  She  explained  that 
approximately  2  percent  to  3  per- 
cent of  Sheffield  residents  are 
members.  As  a  result,  the  town  has 
already  accrued  some  grant  money. 
After  a  brief  discussion,  the  board 
agreed  to  allow  Ariella  to  place 
some  of  the  organization's  brochures 
in  the  Town  Hall  for  residents  to 
pick  up. 

Following  receipt  o{  a  letter  of 
recommendation  written  by  Stephen 
Hyer,  chairman  of  the  Sheffield 
Cultural  Council,  on  behalf  of 
Amber  Spring,  the  board  voted  to 
appoint  Spring  to  fill  a  vacancy  on 


the  Cultural  Council.  The  board 
also  voted  to  approve  a  request  by 
Thomas  McLaughlin  of  School  St. 
for  an  abatement  of  the  solid  waste 
user  fee.  The  board  approved  a 
request  by  Robert  Segalla  of  Hewins 
St.  for  a  street  curb-cut  permit, 
pending  necessary  approvals. 

In  answer  to  concerns  raised  by 
Selectman  Macy,  Town  Administra- 
tor Weitz  said  he  would  be  meeting 
with  representatives  of  the  state 
highway  department  to  determine 
how  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  currently 
under  construction,  will  be  main- 
tained during  the  winter  months. 
Chairman  Kirchner  suggested  that 
Weitz  contact  the  Tree  Warden  to 
secure  the  prompt  removal  o(  two 
problematic  trees:  one  on  Salisbury 
Rd.  and  one  near  the  church  on 
Maple  Ave. 

1 1/22  Upon  recommendation  of 
Tammy  Blackwell  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  and  following  a  brief 
discussion,  the  selectmen  voted  to 
set  a  tax  rate  of  approximately 
$12.74  for  2005.  [See  the  Assessors 
item  on  page  13.] 

John  Wightman,  president  of  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust,  presented  a 
copy  of  an  application  the  trust  has 
submitted  to  the  state  for  a  Conser- 
vation Restriction.  Wightman 
explained  that  the  restriction 
pertains  to  a  57-acre  property  on 
Bow  Wow  Rd.  that  would  become 
part  of  the  conservation  corridor 
started  by  the  Agricultural  Preserva- 
tion Restriction  project  directly  east 
oi  it.  The  conservation  restriction 
would  apply  to  53  acres,  with  tour 
acres  reserved  for  a  house  that  would 
replace  two  -mall  house-  that  are 
slated  be  moved  oft  the  property. 
Atter  a  brief  question-and-answer 
period  the  board  thanked  the  Land 
Trust  tor  it-  presentation  and  tor 
keeping  it  informed. 

The  board  urged  Town  Admin- 
istrator Weit:  to  write  a  letter  to 
C  lommuntty  Television  tor  the 
Southern  Berkshires  (CTSB) 
expressing  the  board's  strong 
objection  to  a  proposed  change  in 
CTSB's  by-laws. 
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POLICE  DEPT. 

Ullrich  receives  award.  Senior 
Police  Officer  Robert  ("Tony") 
Ullrich  received  the  Police  Officer 
of  the  Year  Award  from  the  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Chiefs  of  Police 
Association.  The  award  was  an- 
nounced by  Police  Chief  James 
McGarry  in  a  ceremony  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
on  Dec.  22.  McGarry  praised 
Ullrich  as  "the  epitome  of  what  a 
community  should  expect  of  a 
police  officer."  The  meeting  hall 
was  filled  almost  to  capacity  with 
Ullrich's  family,  friends  and  fellow 
officers.  He  has  been  on  the  force 
for  24  years. 

In  the  letter  nominating  Ullrich 
for  the  award,  McGarry  noted  that 
for  10  of  those  24  years,  Ullrich 
has  served  as  senior  officer,  in 
which  capacity  he  acts  as  the 
department's  second  in  command, 
supervising  personnel  in  absence  of 
the  Chief.  He  has  also  been  the 
lead  investigator  in  every  major 
investigation  conducted  by  the 
Sheffield  Police  Department.  The 
letter  goes  on  to  say  that  Ullrich 
served  with  "dedication,  motiva- 
tion, enthusiasm,  integrity  and 
pride.  Every  officer  who  has  come 
into  this  Department  has  come 
under  the  positive  influence  of 
Senior  Officer  Ullrich,  whose 
guidance  and  direction  has  molded 
them  into  officers  that  our  com- 
munity and  Department  can  be 
proud  of." 

The  Richard  G.  Werenski 
Police  officer  of  the  Year  Award 
was  established  to  recognize  a 
police  officer  in  Western  Massa- 
chusetts who  has  demonstrated 
within  his  or  her  department  the 
highest  standards  of  professional 
conduct,  diligence  to  duty,  loyalty, 
honesty  and  integrity  as  a  police 
officer.  Other  qualities  looked  for 
in  a  recipient:  an  officer  who  is 
respected  by  other  police  officers, 
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respectful  to  his  or  her  superiors  and 
compassionate  with  the  public;  able 
to  accomplish  tasks  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  department  and  the 
community;  with  the  initiative  to 
solve  problems  and  address  situa- 
tions before  they  become  problems; 
and  a  model  of  the  law  enforcement 
code  of  ethics. 

"A  Child  Is  Missing"  alert  pro- 
gram. Sheffield  has  joined  the  A 
Child  is  Missing  program,  a  rapid- 
response  telephone  system  that 
alerts  residents  in  a  targeted  area 
about  a  missing  child.  The  program 
is  offered  to  law  enforcement  at  no 
cost  and  generates  1 ,000  telephone 
alert  calls  in  60  seconds  once  a  law 
enforcement  official  has  activated  it. 
The  system  can  also  be  used  if  an 
adult  suffering  from  Alzheimer's  or 
other  mental  disability  goes  missing. 
This  fall,  Sheffield  Police  officers 
were  trained  as  part  of  the  program. 

How  does  it  work?  A  parent, 
caregiver  or  friend  calls  the  Sheffield 
Police  Dept.  or  91 1  to  report  the 
child  or  person  missing.  An  officer 
then  calls  the  program's  service, 
which  operates  24  hours  a  day,  365 
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days  a  year,  with  information  about 
the  missing  person,  including 
description,  clothes  worn  and  the 
time  and  last  place  the  person  was 
seen.  The  program  records  an 
individual  alert  message,  which  is 
phoned  out  to  the  area  where  the 
person  was  last  seen.  Call  recipients 
are  asked  to  call  the  local  police 
with  any  information  that  they  may 
have  about  the  missing  person.  The 
message  will  be  left  on  answering 
machines  if  someone  does  not 
answer  the  phone  so  as  not  to  miss 
any  households. 

In  the  past  3 1  months,  A  Child  Is 
Missing  has  been  credited  with  63 
successful  recoveries,  with  recovery 
occurring  an  average  1-1/2  hours 
after  the  alert  calls  were  placed.  The 
program  works  in  concert  with  the 
Amber  Alert  system,  which  is 
used  in  the  case  of  children 
abducted  by  strangers. 


HIGHWAY  DEPT. 

Winter  parking  ban.  From 
November  1  through  April  1 ,  no 
overnight  parking  will  be  allowed 
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SHEFFIELD  PHONE 

Police  Dept.  non-emergency 
Fire  Dept.  non-emergency 
Fire  Dept.  burning  permit 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Clerk 
Assessors 
Tax  Collector 
Transfer  Station 
Building  Inspector 
Highway  Dept. 
Sheffield  post  office 
Ashley  Falls  post  office 
Senior  Center 


NUMBERS 

229-8522 
229-7033 
229-7034 
229-2335 
229-8752 
229-7001 
229-7008 
229-7019 
229-7006 
229-7030 
229-8772 
229-8048 
229-7022 


SHEFFIELD  ART  LEAGUE  SHOW 

The  Art  League's  annual  winter  show  opens  Fri,  Jan. 
28,  at  Noble  Horizons  in  Salisbury.  This  year's  show 
will  be  dedicated  to  Evelyn  Price,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  League.  The  opening  reception  will  be  at  4* 
5:30pm. 

Show  hours  at  the  Lifelong  Learning  Center  in  the 
Wagner  Building,  17  Cobble  Rd.are  9am-5pm 
weekdays  and  weekends  and  will  run  through 
February.  For  more  information,  call  Harold  Brien  at 
860-435-9783  or  email  hbrien@att.net. 
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SHEFFIELD  WATER  CO.,  INC. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 

Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 
P.O.Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 


ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 
248  East  Road,  Alford,  MA  01266 

Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 


413-528-4204~Fax  413-528-5628 

Residence  413-229-8061~Fax  413-229-8028 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 


FIRE  LOG 

—Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

October 

2  Burnt  popcorn.  Alarm  time  1 1 :25pm;  in  service 
11:55pm. 

4  Motor  vehicle  accident.  Alarm  time  4:00pm;  in 
service  4:38pm. 

10  tost  hiker.  Alarm  time  9:00pm;  in  service 
11:00pm. 

11  Mutual  aid  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  for 
injured  hiker.  Alarm  time  3:49pm;  in  service 
4:15pm. 

13  Alarm  at  54  Rannapo  Rd.  Alarm  time  2:00pm;  in 
service  2:30pm. 

15     Injured  hiker.  Alarm  time  1:20pm;  in  service 

6:38pm. 
15     Mutual  aid  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  for  injured 

hiker.  Alarm  time  6:38pm;  in  service  9:42pm. 
18     Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  7:20am;  in 

service  8:00am. 
21     Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  8:45pm;  in 

service  9:00pm. 
24     Gas  leak  in  vehicle  tank.  Alarm  time  9:15pm;  in 

service  10:10pm. 
29     Chimney  fire  at  832  S.  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm 

time  7:00am;  in  service  7:43am. 

November 

3  Wires  down  and  arcing  at  165  Kelsey  Rd.  Alarm 
time  7:10am;  in  service  8:00am. 

5  Alarm  at  Option  Institute.  Alarm  time  8:42am;  in 
service  9:03am. 

6  Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  3:10pm;  in 
service  3:45pm. 

11      Lost  person.  Alarm  time  3:25pm;  in  service 
4:25pm. 

14  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 
3:33am;  in  service  4:16am. 

17     Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 
9:22am;  in  service  10:00am. 

21  Alarm  at  Christ  Church.  Alarm  time  12:17pm;  in 
service  12:37pm. 

22  Drill  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 
8:33am;  in  service  9:37am. 

22     Motor  vehicle  accident.  Alarm  time  11:25am;  in 

service  4:04pm. 
24     Alarm  at  394  Berkshire  School  Rd.  Alarm  time 

8:30pm;  in  service  8:50pm. 
24     Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  1 1 :04pm;  in 

service  11:30pm. 


Napa  Auto  Care  Center 

A&M  Auto  Service 

Complete  Auto  &  Truck  Service 

24  Hour  Towing.  Recovery  A  Flatbed  Service 

Lates  Equipment  for  Foreign  &  Domestic  <.  omputer  Diagr 
Lifetime  Exhaust  Systems  *  Front  End  Alignment  2  &  4  Wheel 
Complete  Automotive  Repairs  *  Foreighn  &  Domestic 
Shop  Hours:  M-F  8  to  5  Sat  Q  to  2  We  Cam  Cooper  Tires 

Mass.  Inspection  Station  *  MasteT  Card  -  Visa  -  American  Express 

ASE  Certified 

413  258  3381 

Ri  .id 
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PLANNING  BOARD 

The  Planning  Board  has  been  ex- 
tremely busy  with  increasing  numbers 
of  Form  As  (Approval  Not  Required) 
for  land  division  and  inquiries  on  what 
land  and  business  owners  may  do 
under  town  zoning  by-laws.  Contrary 
to  what  many  residents  think,  many 
uses  are  "allowed  by  right"  in  the  four 
districts  (rural,  village  center,  commer- 
cial, and  general  business).  That 
means  no  Special  Permit  is  needed, 
and  owners  work  with  the  building 
inspector  to  comply  with  building 
regulations.  Recent  examples  of  this 
are:  the  Banett  Tree  Service  buildings 
on  Route  7A;  the  Berkshire  Fence 
building,  just  south  of  Fellerman- 
Raabe;  and  the  building  just  north  of 
the  cemetery  on  the  west  side  of 
Route  7. 

We  anticipate  Nextel  beginning 
cell  service  in  January  after  it  provides 
the  required  report  on  emissions  from 
the  tower  on  the  Larkin  property  off 
Route  7.  A  review  will  be  done  with 
the  building  inspector  to  ensure 
compliance  and,  barring  any  issues, 
approval  will  be  given. 

With  Dylan  Moulton's  help,  Form 
As  and  Special  Permits  are  now  filed 
according  to  the  Assessor's  numbering 
system.  These  updates  will  allow 
better  access  to  board  documents. 

Special  Permit  hearings.  No 
Special  Permit  hearings  were  held  in 
November  or  December.  Scheduled: 
January  18  at  7:45pm  for  the  applica- 
tion of  John  F.  Graney  of  John  F. 
Graney  Metal  Design  of  1920  Main 
St.,  to  add  a  1,780  square-foot  addi- 
tion at  the  rear  of  his  existing  business. 
Anticipated:  Hearings  on  one  or  more 
of  the  five  businesses,  mostly  manufac- 
turers, that  have  been  discussing 
locating  in  the  Sheffield  Business  Park 
on  East  Stahl  Rd.  [Look  for  more  on 
this  in  a  coming  issue.]  Hearing 
notices  will  be  in  the  paper  and  posted 
at  Town  Hall. 

Master  Plan  update.  Because  no 
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REMINDER! 

Taxes  are  due  Feb.  1.  Tax  bills 
were  mailed  out  in  December. 
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time  has  been  available  during  regular 
meetings,  the  board  held  four  special 
meetings  to  work  on  the  Master  Plan 
during  November  and  December. 
Additional  meetings  are  currently 
scheduled  for  January  11,  13,  19  and 
25  at  7pm  and  will  be  scheduled  as 
needed.  Given  the  importance  of  the 
Master  Plan  and  its  potential  for 
guiding  the  town  for  the  next  decade, 
the  board  is  carefully  reviewing  draft 
recommendations  for  clarity  and 
consistency. 

Working  with  the  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission 
(BRPC),  we  have  retained  Mark 
Bobrowski,  noted  Massachusetts  by- 
law attorney,  to  review  Sheffield's 
zoning  by-laws  for  inconsistencies  and 
omissions,  one  of  the  major  recom- 
mendations of  the  draft  Master  Plan. 
The  board  worked  with  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  BRPC  to  apply  for  a 
Smart  Growth  Technical  Assistance 
Grant  (see  Selectmen's  meeting 
minutes,  page  15)  to  fund  this  work. 
As  of  Dec.  3 1 ,  no  notice  on  the  grant 
has  been  received.  If  we  don't  get  the 
grant,  remaining  Master  Plan  funds 
will  be  used  to  do  some  of  the  work. 

Work  in  the  next  few  months.  In 
addition  to  its  regular  business,  the 
board  will  continue  work  on  the 
Master  Plan;  begin  preparing  warrant 
items  for  voter  consideration  at  the 
May  town  meeting;  review  board 
forms;  and  continue  to  work  closely 
with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
BRPC  regarding  additional  state 
funded  grant  opportunities. 

Secretary  wanted.  Take  minutes 
during  board  meetings  and  transcribe 
them.  May  be  expanded  to  include 
clerical  duties  if  desired.  Contact:  R. 
Wood,  229-2875. 

Meetings.  The  public  is  invited  to 
attend  all  meetings.  Board  meetings 
are  held  at  7pm  on  the  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  of  each  month,  first-floor 
conference  room,  Town  Hall.  Special 


Permit  meetings,  Board  working 
meetings  and  other  meetings  are 
scheduled  as  needed,  with  times  and 
dates  posted  on  the  Town  Hall 
bulletin  board.  The  board  has  no  set 
agenda;  individual  matters  are  heard 
in  the  order  people  sign  in  on  the 
attendance  sheet.  — Rene  Wood 

ELECTRICAL  UTILITIES 

Support  "green"  energy  and  raise 
money  for  Sheffield.  Massachusetts 
Electric  customers  can  "green  up" 
their  electricity  by  choosing  Greener 
Watts  New  England,  which  supports 
electricity  generated  in  New  England 
from  wind,  low  impact  hydropower, 
solar  and  biomass.  The  cost  is  a  few 
extra  pennies  a  day. 

Participants  in  the  program  also 
help  Sheffield's  renewable  energy 
future.  The  Massachusetts  Technol- 
ogy Collaborative  will  match  30 
percent  of  a  town's  Greener  Watts 
New  England  payment  through  June 
30,2005.  Greener  Watts  will  also  pay 
a  $50  bonus  per  participant  for  towns 
that  achieve  3  percent  participation 
to  be  used  for  above  clean  energy 
projects.  Great  Barrington  has  already 
exceeded  3  percent  participation. 
Sheffield  has  just  under  that  level. 
These  funds  can  be  used  for  a  variety 
of  clean  energy  projects  including 
solar  lighting,  a  solar  photovoltaic 
system,  or  building  analyses  and 
improvements. 

In  addition,  the  Center  for  Eco- 
logical Technology  will  award  $5,000 
toward  a  solar  electric  system  to  the 
four  towns  in  western  Massachusetts 
with  the  highest  percentage  of 
participants.  CET  is  sponsoring  this 
competition  through  a  grant  from  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy. 

You  can  sign  up  by  visiting 
www.GreenerWatts  NewEngland.com 
or  call  800-238-1221  ext  17  or  email: 
raya@cetonline.org. 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


In  December,  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
appointed  Jeffrey  Waingrow,  a  private 
art  and  antiques  dealer  who  also  holds 
a  law  degree,  to  the  Conservation 
Commission.  Several  Sheffield  resi- 
dents had  applied  for  the  position. 

That  brings  the  Commission  up  to 
five  members  —  Waingrow  joins  Dor- 
othy Billings,  Jaime  Pomeroy  (chair), 
Scott  Smith  and  June  Wolfe  -  the  size 
at  which  it  has  operated  in  recent 
years.  (State  regulations  allow  up  to 
seven  members  on  the  Commissions.) 
The  appointment  is  welcome  because 
during  the  fall,  the  commission  was 
not  able  to  act  on  several  submissions 
due  to  a  lack  of  a  quorum,  which  is 
three  commissioners. 

Last  May,  four  members  of  the 


then  appointed  Pomeroy  in  July,  and 
Billings  and  Smith  in  August.  Billings, 
however,  was  unable  to  attend  the  re- 
cent meetings  due  to  ill  health,  and 
Smith  has  often  had  to  recuse  himself 
from  discussions,  since  as  an  employee 
of  Wilkinson  Excavating  he  cannot  be 
involved  in  any  case  where  his  compa- 
ny is  a  participant,  as  doing  so  would 
create  the  potential  for  a  conflict  of 
interest.  (Wilkinson  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est construction  firms  in  the  area  and 
works  on  many  of  Sheffield  projects.) 
Waingrows  addition  should  help  ad- 
dress the  quarum  issue. 

TOWN  CLERK 

Big  turnout  for  Nov.  2  elections. 
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commission  resigned  leaving  one  com-     Town  Clerk  Felecie  Joyce  is  delighted 
missioner.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  to  report  that  1,828,  or  83  percent,  of 

the  town's  2,206  registered  voters 
voted  in  the  Nov.  2  election,  com- 
pared with  only  55  percent  in  the 
2002  November  election. 

"This  was  an  excellent  turnout," 
she  said.  "I  only  wish  something 
remotely  approaching  the  same 
proportion  would  turn  up  at  the  town 
meeting  and  the  town  election  held  in 
May."  Last  May,  only  198  voters,  or 
9.5  percent  of  2,086  voters,  attended 
the  town  meeting,  and  287,  or  14 
percent,  participated  in  the  town 
election.  She  went  on  to  remind 
Sheffield  residents  that  they  can 
register  to  vote  year  round  on  any  day 
the  Town  Clerk's  office  is  open. 

2005  census.  It's  census  time 
again!  Please  be  sure  to  check  over 
your  form  for  accuracy,  sign  it  and 
return  it  as  soon  as  possible. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

Jan.  6.  School  Committee 

Meeting,  Library,  7pm 
Jan.  7    SADD  Breakfast,  High 

School  Cafeteria,  6:30-7:45am 
Jan.  20  School  Committee  Meeting, 

Library,  7pm;  Benefit  Spaghetti 

Dinner  for  the  family  of  Carol 

Castino,  High  School  Cafeteria, 

5-7pm 
Feb.  3    School  Committee  Meeting, 

Library  7pm 
Feb.  4    SADD  Breakfast,  High 

School  Cafeteria,  6:30-7:45am 
Feb.  11-13  Damn  Yankees, 
Consolati  Performing  Arts  Ctr,  7pm 
Feb.  1 5  National  Honor  Society 

Induction  Ceremony,  7pm 
Feb.  17  School  Committee  Meeting, 

Library,  7pm 
Feb.  18  Faculty/Student  Talent 

Show,  Consolati  Performing  Arts 

Ctr,  7pm 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 

79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


YEARS 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesday  &  Fridays:  1pm-4pm 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


RECYCLING 

Successful  4th  season  for  hazard' 
ous  waste  recycling.  Ten  collec- 
tion opportunities  took  place  in 
2004.  According  to  Sheffield 
Recycling  Coordinator  David 
Steindler,  "The  program  offers 
over  35,000  Berkshire  County 
residents  a  safe  and  cost  effective 
way  to  dispose  of  their  household 
hazardous  waste."  Collections  are 
held  from  April  through  October. 

More  than  450  residents  par- 
ticipated in  at  least  one  collection. 
More  than  4,187  gallons  of  hazard- 
ous waste,  about  1,000  gallons  of 
paint  and  650  gallons  of  motor  oil 
were  collected  this  year.  Residents 
exchanged  50  mercury  fever 
thermometers  for  digital  thermom- 
eters as  part  of  an  effort  to  recycle 
mercury,  and  more  than  1 70 
computer  CRTs  were  collected  for 
reuse  and  recycling. 

The  Center  for  Ecological 
Technology  in  Pittsfield  coordi- 
nates the  collections.  To  find  next 
year's  schedule  for  collections, 
visit:  www.cetonline.org/Events/ 
events.htm. 


KWIK 


PRINT 

INCORPORATED 


From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •  Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •  Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  ■  Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  ■  Letterheads 

Menus  •  Newspapers  •  Newsletters 

NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets 

Wedding  Invitations 

Typesetting/Graphic  Design 

Mac  and  PC  Compatible 

Digital  Plate  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 


COLOR  COPIES 


4I3/S28-288S      Fax:  413/528-9220 
35  Bridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  01230 

Hours    Moo.-Fri.  8:00  -  4:30     Sat  8:30-12.00 
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SHEFFIELD'S  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Position:  part-time,  paid  a  nominal 
amount  ($200  per  annum);  Sheffield's 
representatives  are  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen 

Current  Sheffield  representa- 
tives: Betty  LeGeyt,  John  "Jack" 
Pollitt,  Dek  Tillett  and  Stephen 
Witdorchic 

Meetings:  First  and  third  Thurs- 
days of  the  month 

The  School  Committee  is  the 
governing  body  of  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  Dis- 
trict. Formed  in  1953,  the  SBRSD 
was  Massachusetts'  first  regional 
school  district,  meaning  a  district 
that  covers  more  than  one  town. 
There  are  now  some  30  other 
regional  districts  in  the  state, 
including  Berkshire  Hills  in  Great 
Barrington. 

The  towns  in  the  district  are 
Sheffield,  Alford,  Egremont, 
Monterey  and  New  Marlborough, 
of  which  Sheffield  is  by  far  the 
largest  in  population  (see  table  on 
page  21).  The  SBRSD  operates 
one  high  school,  Mt.  Everett,  and 
four  elementary  schools,  in 
Sheffield,  Egremont,  New 
Marlborough  and  Monterey. 

The  committee  has  10  mem- 
bers: Sheffield  has  four  representa- 
tives, Alford  and  Monterey  have 
one  each,  Egremont  and  New 
Marlborough  two  each.  Members, 
appointed  by  each  town's  Board  of 
Selectmen,  serve  two-year  terms. 
No  member  may  serve  more  than 
three  consecutive  terms. 

Members  of  most  Massachusetts 
school  committees  are  elected 
directly  by  the  voters  of  their 
towns.  Until  1998,  this  was  true 
for  the  SBRSD.  In  that  year,  all 
five  towns  were  required  to  change 
to  the  appointment  system  as  part 
of  a  court-ordered  settlement  of  a 
complicated  legal  dispute  relating 
to  the  disproportionate  representa- 


tion of  the  five  towns  on  the 
committee.  Sheffield  has  only  40 
percent  of  the  representatives  on 
the  school  committee  and  44  (or 
46,  according  to  another  source) 
percent  of  the  population  but  more 
than  half  the  students. 

School  Committee  responsibilities 

The  School  Committee  sets 
overall  policy,  hires  the  Superinten- 
dent, and  provides  other  board-level 
governance.  The  school  system  is 
one  of  the  largest  employers  in 
Sheffield,  with  a  total  staff  of  184,  of 
which  55  live  in  Sheffield. 

One  of  the  most  important 
function  of  the  committee  is  to 
review  and  approve  the  annual 
budget  for  the  SBSRD  for  ultimate 
submission  to  the  towns.  All  five 
towns  must  approve  the  budget  for  it 
to  become  effective. 

Budget  preparation  and  ap- 
proval can  be  a  long,  difficult  and 
contentious  process.  A  preliminary 
budget  is  drawn  up  by  the  school 
administration  and  presented  to 
the  committee.  This  is  reviewed 
and  discussed  by  the  committee 
with  the  assistance  and  input  of 
the  administration,  department 
heads,  and  others  in  a  series  of 
meetings,  including  a  required 
public  hearing.  Appropriate 
changes  are  made.  In  Sheffield,  the 
town's  representatives  consult  with 
the  town  Finance  Committee  to 
get  an  idea  of  thetown's  financial 
priorities  and  concerns. 

The  School  Committee  then 
votes  whether  or  not  to  approve 
the  budget.  Approval  requires  a 
two-thirds  majority — at  least  7  out 
of  10  committee  members.  Thus, 
at  least  one  of  Sheffield's  four 
representatives  on  the  committee 
must  vote  in  favor  of  the  budget 
for  it  to  pass. 

Once  approved  by  the  School 
Committee,  the  budget  is  presented 


to  the  five  towns  and  their  Finance 
Committees  for  their  review.  Each 
Finance  Committee  makes  its 
recommendations  to  its  town. 
Approval  by  each  town  requires  a 
majority  vote  at  a  town  meeting. 
The  vote  must  be  "up  or  down"  for 
the  whole  budget — voters  cannot 
pick  and  choose  among  line  items. 

The  school  budget 

School  costs  are  divided  into 
capital  costs  (the  cost  of  the  build- 
ings and  equipment)  and  operating 
expenditures  (the  cost  of  salaries, 
supplies,  etc.). 

Capital  costs,  mostly  bonded 
indebtedness  for  school  buildings,  is 
budgeted  at  $2,324,315  for  fiscal 
year  2005.  The  towns'  share  of  that 
cost  is  based  on  the  five  towns' 
proportionate  share  of  the  "equalized 
valuations"  (in  effect,  assessed 
valuations  with  some  adjustments) 
of  the  property  tax  base  of  all  of  the 
towns.  Thus,  Sheffield's  share  is 
about  30  percent. 

Operating  costs,  mostly  person- 
nel costs — salaries  and  wages, 
health  insurance  premiums  and 
pension  benefits — are  budgeted  at 
$10,345,063  for  fiscal  year  2005. 
After  deducting  other  revenues, 
operating  costs  are  allocated  based 
on  a  rolling  average  of  the  number 
of  students  coming  from  the  five 
towns.  Currently,  Sheffield  pro- 
vides about  56  percent  of  the 
pupils  and  is  responsible  for  about 
56  percent  of  the  towns'  share  of 
the  operating  expenses.  As  with 
most  public  schools  in  Berkshire 
County,  operating  costs  have  risen 
significantly  in  recent  years,  with 
items  such  as  health  care,  utilities 
and  transportation  rising  faster 
than  the  general  inflation  rate. 

The  revenue  side.  The  school 
district  receives  state  and  federal 
aid,  recently  subject  to  severe  cuts. 
The  largest  part  of  the  operating 
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budget  is  funded  through  property 
taxes — some  75  percent. 
Recent  appointment 

Susan  Young's  tenure  on  the 
School  Committee  recently  ended, 
after  she  served  three  terms,  the 
most  allowed.  Judging  by  the 
time — approaching  six  months — 
spent  by  Sheffield's  Board  of 
Selectmen  on  the  task  of  appoint- 
ing her  replacement,  the  board  is 
intent  on  ensuring  that  new 
members  are  suitably  qualified.  All 
four  applicants  for  the  job  ap- 
peared to  have  impressive  creden- 
tials, including  Dek  Tillett,  who 
was  the  one  ultimately  selected. 
He  recently  moved  to  Sheffield 
from  Egremont,  where  he  served 
for  several  years  as  one  of 
Egremont's  representatives  on  the 


school  committee. 

Two  of  the  other  candidates 
have  children  currently  in  the 
school.  As  reported  in  the  Berk- 
shire Eagle,  some  of  the  selectmen 
seem  to  feel  that  having  children 
in  the  system  could  give  rise  to 
conflicts  of  interest. 

Another  factor  affecting  ap- 
pointments is  the  Selectmen's 
concern  that  Sheffield's  represen- 
tatives on  the  committee  appreci- 
ate the  town's  financial  position 
and  the  importance  of  trying  to 
keep  increases  in  its  share  of 
school  costs  in  line  with  increases 
in  the  value  of  its  taxable  property. 
This  has  been  difficult  to  do 
recently  given  school  cost  in- 
creases and  cuts  in  state  and 
federal  funding  to  the  school. 


The  town's  share  of  school 
expenditures  is  by  far  the  largest 
single  item  in  the  town's  budget — 
70  percent — and  the  town's  resi- 
dents have  the  highest  average 
property  tax  bill — $2,720 — of  the 
five  towns  in  the  SBRSD.  The 
tables  below  show  how  Sheffield's 
share  of  school  costs  compares 
with  those  of  other  towns  in  the 
district  and  in  southern  Berkshire 
County.  — Peter  Rowntree 

The  Times  hopes  to  explore  the  financial  chal- 
lenges facing  the  town  and  the  school  system 
in  greater  detail  in  future  issues.  As  part  of 
the  research  for  that  coverage,  the  Times 
would  be  interested  in  readers'  comments.  If 
anything  is  used  as  part  of  a  future  story,  it 
will  first  be  checked  with  the  sender.  Send 
comments  to  Sheffield  Times,  Dept.  School, 
P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA0J257. 


SCHOOL  COSTS  AND  CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  SBSRD  TOWNS 
AND  OTHER  TOWNS  IN  SOUTH  COUNTY 


Sheffield 
New  Marlboro 
Egremont 
Monterey 
Alford 


Number 

3,300 

1,493 

1,338 

939 

393 


THE  5  TOWNS  IN  THE  SBSRD  COMPARED 
Population 

Percent 
44 
20 
18 
13 


Students 

Number 

Percent 

536 

56 

186 

19 

100 

10 

78 

8 

Total  assessed  value  of 
taxable  property 


($000) 

Percent 

$372,898 

31 

209,783 

18 

241,853 

20 

243,628 

20 

54 


122,412 


10 


Sources:  Massachusetts  Taxpayers  Foundation  2003  and  2004  and  SBSRD 
The  "Students"  and  "Assessed  Value"  percentages  total  99%  due  to  rounding. 


SCHOOL  EXPENDITURES  AND  ASSESSED  VALUES  IN  SOUTH  COUNTY 


Sheffield 

New  Marlboro 

Egremont 

Monterey 

Alford 

Becket 

Gt.  Barrington 

Lee 

Lenox 

Mt.  Washington 

Otis 

Richmond 

Sandisfield 

Stockbridge 

Tyringham 

W.  Stockbridge 


Non-school 

expenditures 

$1,758,129 

1,149,517 

1,403,315 

1,091,520 

424,406 
1,984,138 
6,233,145 
5,861,550 
7,105,167 

231,619 
1,252,312 
1,537,802 

766,899 
2,493,996 

544,772 

963,895 


School 
expenditures 
$4,178,439 
1,499,412 
1,222,067 

829,035 

491,743 
1,505,419 
7,371,109 
6,330,030 
7,291,582 

115,473 
1,321,038 
2,491,151 

687,289 
2,005,852 

353,432 
1,993,717 


School  % 

Avg.  single 

Avg.  single 

of  total 

familv  assessed  value 

familv  tax  bill 

70 

$202,103 

$2,720 

62 

177,797 

1,959 

47 

254,694 

2,384 

43 

257,127 

2,031 

54 

353,694 

2,352 

43 

114,228 

1.398 

54 

193,496 

3,022 

52 

143,496 

2.276 

51 

248,284 

2,940 

33 

259,394 

1.245 

51 

144.815 

1.315 

62 

258,661 

2,871 

47 

173,449 

1.766 

45 

234,729 

2,019 

39 

236.806 

2,150 

67 

250,756 

3.197 

Source:  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Revenue  2004 
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BUSINESS  PROFILE:  SILK'S  VARIETY 

Perhaps  you  go  in  for  a  newspaper,  a 
magazine  or  a  greeting  card,  some  ice 
cream  or  a  soda,  some  school  supplies 
or  over-the-counter  medicine.  Maybe 
you  stop  to  play  the  lottery  on  your 
way  home  from  work.  Or  you  shop  for 
a  bottle  of  wine  to  bring  as  a  gift  to  a 
dinner  party.  Conveniently  located  in 
the  center  of  Sheffield  near  the  post 
office,  the  bank  and  the  market,  Silk's 
is  a  true  old-fashioned  variety  store. 

In  1961  Bill  Silk,  a  pharmacist 
from  Springfield,  bought  Bessette's 
Pharmacy  and  renamed  it  the 
Sheffield  Pharmacy.  He  and  his  wife 
Betty  moved  with  their  four  small 
children  to  the  brick  house  now 
owned  by  John  Arthur  and  Trudy 
Miller  on  Main  St.,  directly  across 
from  the  store  that  was  to  become  the 
center  of  their  lives. 

From  the  start,  Silk's  was  a  family 
business.  All  four  children  worked  in 
the  store  with  their  parents  after 
school,  on  weekends  and  during 
vacations.  In  1978,  when  the  children 
had  all  left  home,  Bill  and  Betty 
moved  to  the  apartment  above  the 
store.  In  1985  when  the  pharmacy 
closed,  the  name  was  changed  to  Silk's 
Variety. 

In  1995  Jim  Silk,  the  youngest 
child,  assumed  ownership  of  the  store. 
His  new  wife,  Susan,  who  had  moved 
to  Sheffield  from  Texas,  began  to  help 
out  at  the  store.  Jim  and  Susan  now 
live  in  the  upstairs  apartment  with 
their  two  young  children,  Lauren  and 
Patrick.  The  store  is  open  from  8am  to 
8pm  Monday  through  Saturday,  and  as 
Susan  says,  "Jim  is  never  not  there." 
Their  niece,  Amanda  Silk,  currently 
works  there  a  few  days  each  week,  the 
third  generation  to  work  in  the  store. 

The  sense  of  family  extends  to 
Barbara  Cartinelli,  who  started 
working  at  the  store  in  1979.  She  has 
continued  working  there  fulltime  for 
the  past  25  years.  Barbara  knows  most 
of  the  regular  customers  by  name  and 
she  counts  them  as  friends.  She  says 
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she  "could  have  written  a  book  about 
all  the  stories"  she  has  heard  over  the 
years.  In  addition  to  being  an  impor- 
tant part  of  store  life,  Barbara  feels  like 
a  grandmother  to  Lauren  and  Patrick. 
The  Silks  are  proud  that  the  store 
has  been  able  to  retain  the  character 
of  a  family  business.  Only  during  the 
summer,  when  they  are  busiest,  do 
they  hire  additional  part-time  help. 

The  evolution  of  a  store 

Initially,  the  pharmacy  was  the 
busiest  part  of  the  business.  When 
Bill's  wife  Betty  became  ill  in  1985,  he 
could  not  give  the  time  required  as  the 
only  pharmacist,  so  he  closed  the 
pharmacy  and  began  to  expand  other 
sections  of  the  store.  In  retrospect,  he 
feels  this  was  a  wise  decision  because 
insurance  co-payment  schedules  have 
driven  down  pharmacy  profit  margins 
and  most  independent  pharmacies 
have  gone  out  of  business.  According 
to  him,  Bill's  Pharmacy  in  Great 
Barrington  is  the  only  one  remaining 
in  our  area 

One  of  the  sections  expanded  was 
the  package  store,  particularly  since 
Jim  assumed  ownership  in  1995.  Beer, 
wine,  liquor  and  cigarettes  now 
account  for  70  percent  of  sales.  Jim 
has  focused  particularly  on  increasing 
the  wine  section,  and  the  store  now 
carries  a  large  selection  of  good  wines 
at  competitive  prices.  Jim  is  pleased 
that  people  drive  up  from  Salisbury 
and  Canaan  to  buy  wine  in  Sheffield. 
He  reports  that  Dec.  24  is  consistently 
the  busiest  day  of  the  year,  partly 


A  family  store  from 
the  start,  Silk's 
Variety,  a  true  old- 
fashioned  variety 
store,  has  been 
serving  Sheffield 
customers  for  over 
40  years . 


because  people  are  buying  Christmas 
wines  and  spirits. 

Lottery  tickets  have  been  available 
at  the  store  for  over  25  years,  with 
sales  increasing  significantly  during 
the  past  10  years.  Barbara  has  sold 
both  a  million-dollar  winning  ticket 
and  a  $100,000  winning  ticket.  The 
store  gets  a  small  percentage  of  the 
winnings.  More  importantly,  the 
lottery  brings  in  regular  customers 
who  may  also  make  other  purchases. 

Regular  customers  important 

And  regular  customers  are  very 
important  for  the  survival  of  the  store. 
Jim  says  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to 
keep  a  small  business  going  in 
Sheffield  because  "people  want  to  do 
one-stop  shopping."  With  only  a  few 
retail  stores  in  Sheffield,  potential 
customers  go  to  Great  Barrington 
where  there  are  larger  stores  concen- 
trated in  one  area.  As  expenses  are 
increasing  (particularly  health  insur- 
ance, by  far  their  largest  expense), 
profits  are  getting  smaller.  The  viabil- 
ity of  the  business  depends  on  the 
regular  use  of  the  store  by  local 
customers.  Second-home  owners  and 
tourists  account  for  a  very  small  part  of 
the  sales. 

The  new  signs  in  front  of  the  store 
limiting  parking  in  those  spaces  to  30 
minutes  are  designed  to  help  custom- 
ers get  in  and  out  quickly.  (Business 
decreases  markedly,  he  says,  when 
parking  spaces  are  being  used  for 
major  events  in  town.  Jim  hopes  that 
the  second  phase  of  the  town  center 
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renovations  will  actually  occur.  Phase  2,  developed  some 
10  years  ago,  calls  for  a  reduction  in  the  width  of  the  grassy 
strip  that  is  Sheffield's  "green"  to  allow  for  an  increased 
number  of  parking  spaces.  (Discussions  during  the  recent 
Master  Plan  process  looked  at  alternative  ways  to  expand 
parking  and  the  green.) 

Although  running  a  store  is  a  fulltime  responsibility  and 
being  literally  "right  in  the  center  of  things"  means  they 
can  never  get  away  from  work,  Jim  and  Susan  are  happy  in 
Sheffield.  They  feel  it  is  a  warm  and  welcoming  town  and  a 
wonderful  place  to  raise  a  family.  If  you  aren't  a  regular 
already,  stop  by,  introduce  yourself  to  Barbara  and  help 
support  a  local  family  business. 

— Ellen  Rowntree 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

Raffle  coming.  At  8pm  on  Valentine's  Night,  Feb.  14, 
the  winners  in  the  5th  Annual  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Schol- 
arship Raffle  will  be  announced  in  Limey's  Lounge.  First 
prize  this  year  is  a  red  2005  GMC  Sierra  4x4  with  an  8 
foot  bed.  The  vehicle  is  provided  by  Berkshire  GMC, 
courtesy  of  Brian  Palmer. 

The  second  ticket  drawn  gets  $1,500  in  cash.  Third 
prize  is  $500.  You  do  not  have  to  be  present  to  win  any 
of  the  awards.  Should  the  first  prize  winner  prefer  money 
over  the  truck,  we  have  $15,000  on  hand  to  solve  that 
request. 

Dana  Bartholomew  and  Jim  Herlihy  head  the 
Kiwanis  raffle  committee,  and  all  members  are  selling 
the  $50  chances.  Proceeds  are  for  our  scholarship  en- 
dowments. Four  new  $1,000  annual  awards  have  been 
established  from  the  past  raffles. 

This  year's  raffle  will  honor  Arthur  Stavisky,  who 
passed  away  some  months  ago.  Arthur  was  a  long-time 
Kiwanian  and  a  respected  attorney  in  the  Great 
Barrington  area. 

If  fewer  than  600  tickets  are  sold,  Kiwanis  resen 
the  right  to  convert  the  raffle  to  a  50/50  drawing. 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays,  6:30pm, 
Limey's  Restaurant. 


First  prize  in  the  raffle  this  year:  a  red  2005  GMC  Sierra  4x4. 


Solutions 


103  North  Main  St. 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 


h  iisicd  Solutions' 


www.berkshirebank.com 


Member  FDIC 


Member  D1F 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Propetties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  pan  of  Sheffield 
known  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a- 
half-story  Early  Greek  Revival  with  five  bay 
front  and  eyebrow  windows  set  into  a  deep 
cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy  corner  pilas- 
ters and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct  fea- 
tures of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  resi- 
dence in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.  Jones. 

PO.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 
(4l3)-229-2077  Fax  (4l3)-229-3100 

Sandra  Preston.  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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SLT  GRANT  FOR  TRAILS  PROPERTY 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  has  received  a  grant  of  $10,000 
from  the  Fields  Pond  Foundation  to  be  used  to  support 
the  Trust's  efforts  to  acquire  and  maintain  a  21 -acre 
forested  property,  which  will  expand  hiking  and  walking 
options  in  Sheffield.  Extending  between  Salisbury  Rd. 
and  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District 
campus,  the  land  includes  an  existing  trail  that  genera- 
tions of  students  have  unofficially  used  to  walk  to  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  High  School  and  Undermountain 
Elementary  School. 

The  Cosgriff  family,  who  owns  the  property,  agreed  to 
give  the  Land  Trust  a  chance  to  purchase  it  before  listing 
it  on  the  open  market,  which  is  making  it  possible  to 
safeguard  the  school  walking  route  and  easy  community 
access  to  the  property  for  years  to  come. 

The  proposed  project  also  offers  future  opportunities 
to  link  the  trail  with  an  interpretive  nature  trail  that 
already  exists  on  school  land  and  an  old  logging  road 
that  winds  through  school  grounds  and  the  adjacent 
Town  Forest.  Eventually,  the  combined  trail  could 
connect  to  a  path  on  the  other  side  of  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  on  land  recently  donated  to  the  Trust.  Altogether 
this  could  provide  miles  of  forested  trails  for  running, 
hiking,  snowshoeing  and  cross-country  skiing.  The 
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YOUR  SUPERBOWL 

HEADQUARTERS  FOR  PARTY 

PLATTERS,  WINGS  & 

4-6  FOOT  SUBS!! 


Sandwich  Specials  &  Hot  Soups 
Food  to  go!!! 

•  Fresh  Vegetables 

•  Groceries 

•  Deli 

Fresh  Daily 
•  Pastries  •  Donuts  •  Bagels 

Coffee  Bar  featuring 
Green  Mt.  Coffee  &  Cappuccino 

Qrocery  delivery  available  to  Seniors!! 

OPEN  7  DAYS— MON.-SAT.  6-9  SUN.  7-5 

Main  Street  Sheffield,  MA 

413-429-6148  or  413-429-6150 


The  trail  on 
the  Cosgriff 
property 
long-used  by 
students  as  a 
shortcut  to 
school. 


school  can  also  make  use  of  the  trail  for  such 
varied  activities  as  competitive  sports,  fitness  and 
stress  reduction. 

"The  mission  of  the  Field  Pond  Foundation  is  to 
foster  public  access  to  conserved  land  with  a  special 
focus  on  volunteerism  in  trail-making  work,"  said  Brian 
Rehrig,  executive  director  of  the  foundation.  "We  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  award  this  grant  with  such  obvious 
benefits  to  the  people  of  Sheffield." 

The  total  cost  of  the  project  is  $154,000,  which 
includes  not  only  acquiring  the  property,  but  also  fixing 
the  bridge  over  Schenob  Brook,  upgrading  the  trail, 
establishing  a  long-term  stewardship  endowment  and 
covering  the  associated  costs  of  the  project.  The  Land 
Trust  will  be  seeking  the  support  of  the  community, 
foundations,  and  in-kind  donations  to  raise  the  balance 
of  the  funds  needed  to  make  this  dream  a  reality. 

— John  Wightman 

LAND  TRUST  WINTER  LECTURE 

Have  you  ever  wondered  why  all  those  stone  walls  are  in 
the  middle  of  the  forest?  How  you  can  tell  the  age  of  a 
beaver  pond  and  determine  if  beavers  still  live  there? 
Why  pine  trees  are  dominant  in  one  patch  of  forest  and 
maples  in  another? 

Those  and  other  mysteries  of  the  New  England  forest 
will  be  explained  at  the  Land  Trust's  seventh  annual 
winter  lecture  Sat.,  Feb.  5,  at  3pm  in  Dewey  Hall.  Tom 
Wessels,  naturalist  and  author  of  Reading  the  Forested 
Landscape,  will  present  the  slideshow  and  talk.  Wessels  is 
a  professor  of  ecology  at  Antioch  New  England's  gradu- 
ate school  in  Keene,  N.H.  He  is  also  the  author  of  The 
Granite  Landscape:  A  Natural  History  of  America  s  Moun- 
tain  Domes ,  From  Acadia  to  Yosemite  and  an  upcoming 
book,  The  Mythology  of  Progress. 

After  a  feast  for  ears  and  eyes,  enjoy  the  feast  of  tea 
and  other  refreshments  at  the  Tea  after  the  lecture. 
Everyone  is  welcome.  Admission  is  free,  but  space  is 
limited.  For  more  information  call  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  at  229-0234. 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

'What's  It'  with  Milton  Barnum  and  Chris  Coenen. 

At  January's  monthly  meeting,  once  again  our  experts 
are  back  to  challenge  the  audience  to  identify  some 
highly  unusual  items.  Bring  along  that  object  from  the 
closet  or  shelf  whose  identity  or  use  you  just  can't  seem 
to  figure  out.  It's  always  a  fun  evening.  You  might  learn  a 
thing  or  two,  or  you  just  might  stump  the  experts.  Fri. , 
Jan.  1 4, 7 :30pm  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Lecture  on  the  origins  of  the  African  American 
community  in  South  County.  Bernard  Drew's  talk, 
based  on  his  recently  published  book,  is  being  held  in 
conjunction  with  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library.  See  "Library  Coming  Events"  on 
page  10  and  the  article  on  page  6.  Monday,  Jan.  17,  lpm 
at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library. 

Monthly  meeting.  Speaker  and  presentation  to 
be  announced.  Fri.,  Feb.  II,  7:30pm  at  Dewey 
Memorial  Hall. 

School  Vacation  Workshop,  Wed.,  Feb.  23. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in  the 

center  of  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  are 

available  Thursday  through  Saturday  1 1  am  to  4pm .  The 

new  exhibition  in  the  Dan  Raymond  house  is  "Sheffield's 

Chapeaus:  Hats  from  A  Bygone  Era."  The  Mark  Dewey 

Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and  Friday  T.30  to  4pm 

and  by  appointment .  For  further  information  on  Society 

programs,  contact  die  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161 

MainStreet,  P.O.  Box747,  Sheffield,  MA01257,  413- 

229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR  - 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


TREE  PROJECT  PLANTINGS 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  installed  25  shade  trees 
between  April  and  November.  The  trees  were  planted 
on  both  private  and  public  properties  including  the 
Town  Park  and  the  Bushnell-Sage  library. 

Area  professionals,  15  volunteers  of  all  ages,  various 
homeowners,  onlookers  and  passersby  helped  plant  the 
maples,  oaks,  sycamores,  crabapples,  and  disease-resis- 
tant "Princeton"  American  elms.  One  large  specimen 
elm  was  planted  in  front  of  the  Sheffield  Market,  spon- 
sored by  and  planted  with  the  help  of  many  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  members.  That  May  1  ceremony  was  organized 
by  Tom  Zetterstrom  of  Elm  Watch.The  plantings  were 
funded  in  part  by  the  ReLeaf  grant  awarded  to  the  tree 
project  by  the  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Conservation  and 
Recreation. 

Many  thanks  to  everyone  who  supported  our  efforts! 
See  you  in  the  spring!  For  more  information,  visit 
www.sheffieldtreeproject.org. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

South  Main  Clothing  Outlet  relocates.  Keri  Houle  has 
relocated  her  apparel  shop  from  500  South  Main  St.  to 
the  Gilligan  building  at  79  Main  St.  in  the  center  of 
Sheffield.  She  made  the  move  hoping  to  get  more 
customer  traffic.  The  Outlet  carries  new,  discounted 
clothing  for  men,  women,  kids  and  babies,  along  with 
various  accessories. 

Campo  de'  Fiori  named  one  of  best  garden  shops. 

Garden  Design  magazine,  in  its  Nov./Dec.  2004  issue, 
named  Campo  de'  Fiori  one  of  the  25  great  American 
garden  shops.  "Filled  with  delectables  as  tempting  as 
anything  one  might  find  in  an  old  Roman  market,  this 
shop  is  studded  with  artfully  placed  garden  furniture, 
European  terracotta,  wrought-iron  objects,  and  French 
and  Italian  wire  pieces,"  said  the  magazine.  The  store  is 
located  at  1815  N.  Main  St.  413-528-1857. 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inexpensive  way  to 

reach  Sheffield  customers.  Contact  Tara 
White  at  229-7754  for  information  on  how  to 

advertise. 


News-free, 
commercial-free, 
fundraising-free. 

The 

students  are  back  at  Berkshire  School,  which  means  all-entertainment  is 
air.  Tune  in  weekday  mornings  from  7-8  and  evenings  from  7-11! 

back 

on 

the 

WBSL  91.7  FM 

Live 

The  voice  of  Berkshire  School 
on  the  Web  at  www.berkshiresc 

hool 

org 
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REAL  ESTATE 

OCTOBER 

1      Jeffrey  Et  Laura  C.  Martin  to  Tiziana  Hardy,  property 

at  850  Foley  Rd.,  $315,000. 
1      James  Rodrigues  to  Sharon  C.  Carlotto,  property  at 

79  Salisbury  Rd.,  $245,000. 
8     Konrad  L.  &  Regina  M.  King  to  Konrad  L.  &  Regina  M. 

King,  property  at  187  Cook  Rd.,  $1.00. 
8     Karen  Ruane  to  Merle  E.  &  Karen  I.  Varney,  property 

at  82  West  Stahl  Rd.,  $450,000. 
15   Leo  J.  Motyka,  Jr.  to  Pauline  M.  &  Mark  C.  Schlegel, 

property  at  115  Blair  Lane,  $90,000. 

19  Walter  &  Gail  Altman  Orenstein  to  Walter  &  Gail 
Altman  Orenstein,  property  at  1137  Home  Rd.,  $1. 

20  Connecticut  Sand  &  Stone  to  Edward  J.  Ustico  & 
Michael  Shiels,  property  at  Canaan  Rd.,  under  $100. 

21  Jay  P.  McDonough  to  Jay  P.  McDonough,  Trustee, 
property  at  Alum  Hill  Rd.,  $1. 

22  Robert  S.  Segalla  to  Debra  A.  Lewis,  property  at  704 
HewinsSt.,  $475,000. 

22   Roger  L.  Toffolon  to  Edward  J.  Ustico  &  Michael 
Shiels,  property  at  Canaan  Rd.,  corrective  deed  trsfr. 

22   Edward  J.  Ustico  Et  Michael  Shiels  to  Robert  S. 
Segalla,  property  at  Canaan  Rd.,  $45,000. 

NOVEMBER 

1  Edward  J.  Ustico  &  Michael  Shiels  to  Marilyn  J. 
Grossman  &  Frank  W.  Bauer,  property  at  Canaan  Rd., 
$45,000. 

2  Vivian  G.  Battistoni  to  Jane  Carpenter,  Trustee  the 
334  Clayton  Rd.  Nominee  Realty  Trust,  property  at 
334  Clayton  Rd.,  transfer. 

5     Lucy  S.  Schneider  to  Peter  J.  Schuyten  8t  Jodi  Rothe- 
Schuyten,  property  at  1754  Boardman  St.,  $249,000. 

8     Edward  J.  Ustico  &  Michael  Shiels  to  Mary  Ellen 
Mahoney,  property  at  Canaan  Rd.,  $48,000. 


Iv 


Phone  (413)  22^2m 

loll  Free:  1-88^654-3900 

Auflomc^ivt*  Isiterkx*  Clashed  and  Deodwized 

Deflaxling  and  DfY&rtg 

Pel  Ocfc>r?  Nesifcsilijpcl 

Jr&urtd  arad  Certified 

Free  Estimale* 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 
CAPITAL  CORPORATION 

JESSICA     KRUPSKI 
Mortgage  Loan  Officer 

Local  Office  (413)  229-9908  *  Fax  (413)  229-2210 
Cell  Phone  (413)  441-2999 

Main  Office  (800)  320-2204  *  Fax  (203)  378-7351 


TRANSFERS 

8     Francis  Diotte  to  Cathleen  L.  &  Kevin  M.  Kinne, 

property  at  Blair  Lane,  $12,000. 
10  Sheila  L.  Heffemon  to  Courtney  S.  Lane,  Trustee  of 

Berkshire  Lake  Realty  Trust,  property  at  S. 

Undermountain  Rd.,  $20,000. 
10   Paul  S.  Batacchi  III  8t  Lisa  Batacchi  to  Lisa  Batacchi, 
property  at  775  Salisbury  Rd.,  transfer. 

16  Gerald  &  Barbara  H.  Clow  to  Neuma  Agins,  property 
at  15  Main  St.,  $465,000. 

17  Margaret  Devoti  Robinson  to  Glenn  R.  &  Catherine  R. 
Devoti,  property  at  199  Foley  Rd.,  transfer. 

22   Shirley  B.  Barnett  to  Shirley  B.  Barnett  a  Judy 
Barnett,  property  at  992  Foley  Rd.,  under  $1. 

22  SRF  Realty  Associates,  Inc.,  to  Timothy  &  Lisa 
Voorhis,  property  at  Old  Joe  Rd.,  $49,050. 

23  Jamie  R.  Getchell  to  Brent  L.  Getchell,  property  at 
184 Silver  St.,  transfer. 

24  Donald  M.  Blatchley  (estate  of)  to  Keith  Hyatt, 
property  at  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $220,000. 

30   Francis  A.  English  to  Francis  A.  &  Bonnie  C.  English, 
property  at  45  Nancy  Lane,  under  $100. 

DECEMBER 

I      Helaine  M.  &  Mark  B.  Schupack  to  Mark  A.  Mendel, 

property  at  281  Silver  St.,  $235,000. 
1      Maurica  L.  Feldman  to  Jay  &  Maurica  L.  Feldman, 

property  at  1429  Boardman  St.,  transfer. 
1      Barbara  Nominee  Realty  Trust  &  Barbara  Posner  to 

Sheffield  Partners,  LLC,  property  at  121  Hickey  Hill 

Rd.,  $960,000. 

1  Arthur  E.  &  Susan  W.  Kaufman  to  Irwin  6t  Lois 
Weinstein,  property  at  15  Squire  Lane,  $315,000. 

2  Bruce  Ira  &  Jeffrey  Frank  Collingwood  to  Bruce  Ira 
Collingwood,  property  at  Brush  Hill  Rd.,  $1. 
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REAL      E 

Celebrating  Thirty  Years  of  Personal,  Professional  Service 

DEBORAH  A.  LEVINSON 

Sales  Associate 

413  229-3990  hm.  office      413  528-4859  office 

deborah@williambrockman.  corn 

www.berkshiresforsale.com 

Massachusetts        New  York        Connecticut 

'lllll  Hill I 1 1 II 811 II I  lUIII  IJIIUIIII.il  I  llllll  1 1 1  III  I  IIICIWtiailllMMHMM"MM<  I II  III  II I II  III  I  III  III  I !  I  HI  WSW OWWOCOOOOWW*^^  K Wt WW* 


PE  VR1ES  EUILPING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD  •  SHEFFIELD  MA. 


•  Lumber 

•  Hardware 

•  Garden  Supplies 

•  Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry  • 

Paint* 

Insulation  • 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at 

(41 3)229-8777        (41 3)229-8820  FAX 


calendar 


January 

14        What's  It  with  Milton  Barnum  and  Chris 

Coenen,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  7:30pm,  p.  25 
17        MARTIN  LUTHER  KING  JR.  DAY 
17        Bernard  Drew  Lecture,  Bushnell-Sage  Memorial 

Library,  1pm,  p.  6 
28       Sheffield  Art  League  annual  winter  show 

opening  and  reception,  Noble  Horizons, 

Salisbury,  CT,  4-5:30pm,  p.  17 
February 

2  GROUNDHOG  DAY 

3  Writing  course  with  Pauline  Clarke  begins, 
Bushnell-Sage  Memorial  Library,  p.  10 

5  Sheffield  Land  Trust  winter  lecture  with  Tom 

Wessels,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  3pm,  p.  24 

11        Sheffield  Historical  Society  monthly  meeting, 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  7:30pm,  p.    25 

13  Sheffield  Times  deadline 

14  Kiwam's  5th  annual  raffle  winners  announced, 
Limey's  Restaurant,  8pm,  p.  23 

14        VALENTINE'S  DAY 

17-20  Three  Viewings,  Barrington  Stage  Company 

Studio  Space,  p.  6 
21        PRESIDENT'S  DAY 
23        Sheffield  Historical  Society's  vacation 

workshop,  p.  25 
24-27  Three  Viewings,  Barrington  Stage  Company 

Studio  Space,  p.  6 
See  Also:  School  Calendar,  p.  19 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

Jan.  3      Foot  Clinic,  9am 

Jan.  17    Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day,  Center 

closed. 
Jan.  21     Pot  Luck  lunch  with  Linda  Kelley  in 
one-woman  show:  Spoon  River 

Note:  Sandy  French,  Fitness  Instructor,  will 
not  be  conducting  classes  Jan.  6,  11,  13,  18. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 
(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than 
weekly  basis  are  noted  by  number  -  i.e.  "1st",  "3rd" 
indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that 
day  occurs  in  the  month.    *  indicates  appointment 
needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9- 

10:30am  (p3) 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 
Tuesdays: 
Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,   6pm  -  8pm 
Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,    Town 

Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 
National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support 

Group,  Fairview  Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 
Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd  (except 

November) 
Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall, 

7:30pm,  last 
Kiwam's  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,   7:30am  -  11am 
Thursdays: 
Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Grace  Bible  Church,  9:30- 

11:30 
*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center, 

9am-12pm,  2nd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd, 
4th 

School  Committee,  various  locations,  1st  3rd 
Saturdays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  8: 30am- 10am 
Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  9:30am- 

1pm 
Marketplace,  American  Legion  Hall,  10am-3pm 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm, 

4th 

Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd  (p.11) 


PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 
Sheffield  Association  Fund,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01267. 
Name 


..  made  payable  to  the 


(as  you  want  it  to  appear  in  ackllOW  lodgments) 


Address 


(where  you  want  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 


|~|     I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous.             fj    I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Tunes. 
D     I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a  donation  will  receive  a 

copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  &  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 

Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation 
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Place 

Postage 

Here 
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HOW  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES, 
YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Have  an  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Have  a  new  business  venture? 

Let  us  know!  Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News  briefs  can  be  one 

or  two  sentences,  short  articles  between  150  and  450  words.  For  feature  stories,  please  run  suggestions  by  the 

editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a  contact  name  and 

number  in  case  there  are  questions. 

Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to  half-pages  available.  Ad 

policy  is  in  box  below.  Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more 

information. 

Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local.  Tell  them  you  read  about  them  here. 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  through-out  Sheffield.  It's  only  partly  supported  by 
advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  Sheffield  Times  in  the 
mail.  See  the  form  on  the  inside  back  cover. 

ADVERTISERS  WELCOME! 
Sheffield  Times 
P.O.  Box  1339 
Sheffield,  AAA  01257 
E-mail:  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


MARCH/APRIL 

DEADLINE: 

FEBRUARY  13,  2005 


Sheffield 
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Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339, 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


